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>> FRESH IDEAS: INTRODUCING THE CLASS OF 2018
>> WHITTIER WEEKEND 2014  >> HONOR ROLL OF DONORS
Working in Our 
Backyard
     
Located at the edge of the Whittier College campus, just steps from the nightlife and fine 
dining of Uptown Whittier, the Ruth B. Shannon Center for the Performing Arts has brought 
world-class entertainment to locals for more than two decades. This season, join us in 
Whittier—where parking is always free and traffic is an urban legend.
RUTH B. SHANNON CENTER 
          for the PERFORMING ARTS
Big-city entertainment. Small-town convenience.
MUSIC
April 15
Music of the Wolves
An Evening with 
Louie Pérez and David 
Hidalgo, members of 
Los Lobos
May 23 














 Ruth B. Shannon Center for the Performing Arts  >       shannoncenter.org
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
and begin interacting with fellow students 
and engaging professors like those 
highlighted in the Working in Our Own 
Backyard feature (page 38). Seeing students 
evolve from timid first-years bursting 
with excitement to often-exhausted but 
accomplished seniors (page 66) is a 
privilege. We intend to keep a close eye 
on the Class of 2018 and report back on 
their individual and group achievements. 





year and I believe tying for it another. Every 
year I was there we had at least one All-
American player.
Anyway. I just had to let you know 
because we never lost to Redlands (or if we 
did it was only one time and it was a huge 
upset, that I know for sure). In those years 
it was always a three horse race for the title 
between Whittier, Pomona, and Claremont. 
Maybe you could correct this accidental 
error in the next addition? Other than that, 




(proud Whittier Alumnus) 
FRIENDS: 
Having served as managing editor of The 
Rock since 2008, I am excited to continue 
now as your new editor-in-chief. Thus far, 
my experience with the magazine has been 
like earning an advanced degree in all 
things Purple and Gold. Mining for stories 
about this great institution is always a fun 
endeavor and there is never a dearth of 
topics to write about.
In this issue I am pleased to present 
four first-year students (page 34) who are 
fitting representatives of the Class of 2018. 
These young Poets are bright, energetic, 
and excited about being part of the Whittier 
College family. Getting to know them, and 
other Poets, is one of the best parts of 
working at the College. It’s amazing to see 
the transformation students experience as 
they embark on their Whittier education 
HELLO FELLOW POETS!!
 I first want to thank you for sending me the 
summer issue of The Rock. I really enjoyed 
it. I attended Whittier from 1975-1979. I 
was a president of the Sachsen Society and 
an honorable mention All-American soccer 
player. I don’t want to burst anybody’s 
bubble but there was an error that really 
ruffled my feathers in the last paragraph on 
page 34 (Olé, Olé, Olé: International Players 
Up the Stakes in Men’s Soccer). It said that 
the soccer team defeated Redlands and had 
not defeated them in 64 years. WRONG!!!! 
We trounced them every year I played for 
Whittier and in fact made the NCAA playoffs 
three of the four years I was there, which 
included winning the SCIAC outright one 
Questions? 
Concerns? Love 
it? Hate it? Then 
let us know. Email 
therock@whittier.edu.
Letters are subject 
to publication in 
a future issue 
of The Rock. 
I have been privileged—and extremely proud—to represent Whittier College at 
White House gatherings three times over 
the last year . One involved speaking with 
the President’s National Economic Policy 
advisor about how to encourage colleges 
and universities to do what Whittier 
already does well:  enroll and graduate a 
socioeconomically, racially, and ethnically 
diverse student population . The second 
and third times resulted from invitations 
to participate in presidential summits on 
college access and opportunity .
The third occasion took place just 
last December . Although I knew ahead 
of time that the President (along with 
the First Lady and Vice President 
Biden) would be speaking, I admit to 
having being a little jaded about the 
invitation . Two nights before the event, 
however, I received instructions about 
a “photo line”—no bags, no personal 
cameras, nothing carried in my hands . 
Then, upon arriving at the event, I was 
escorted to a special seat near the stage 
and told that I would be one of the few 
invited backstage to meet the President . 
Now, I was excited .
I’m not certain what led to my 
selection, but I do know that Whittier’s 
current successes in contributing to 
national goals to increase both college 
graduation and graduates’ entry into 
careers in science and math are known 
and respected by White House officials . 
And after all, Whittier had just received 
an invitation to the event because of 
our determination to succeed through 
expanding our curriculum in allied 
health, renovating and upgrading 
our science facilities, educating more 
budding scientists and science teachers, 
and partnering with schools in our 
community to encourage more young 
people to go to college .  
The cover story of this issue, 
Working in Our Own Backyard, is 
another prime example of why Whittier 
College is being noticed on a national 
level . Our students are partaking in the 
best liberal arts curriculum around and 
have the opportunity to learn—both 
in and out of the classroom—from 
excellent faculty like Cheryl Swift, Julie 
Collins-Dogrul, Bill Kronholm, Ivannia 
Soto-Hinman, and Natale Zappia . These 
professors engage students by sharing 
their research and using Southern 
California as a lab and playground . 
Along the way, students become better 
critical thinkers, scholars, and engaged 
global citizens .
These and many other of our 
successes I would have relished in 
sharing with President Obama . At the 
end of the day, my moment with the 
nation’s leader was a brief one . I was 
only able to thank him for the invitation 
and pose for my photo op . Yet, had I 
just another minute with him, I would 
have confidently told him that had he 
attended Whittier, he never would have 
transferred to Columbia .   
Go Poets!
Sharon D . Herzberger
President
PRESIDENT’S CORNER
A MOMENT (LITERALLY) WITH THE PRESIDENT
f  As usual, I welcome 












…Whittier’s current successes in contributing to national goals to increase 
both college graduation and graduates’ entry into careers in science and 
















Studying abroad is not a recent idea . Ancient civilizations sent out their 
young people to investigate neighboring 
lands and peoples with the intention 
of having those scouts return to inform 
leaders about others traditions, farming 
and hunting techniques, military might, 
and governing structures . 
In the 21st century, young people 
continue to travel outside their borders 
to learn first-hand about foreign 
cultures . For the last five decades at 
Whittier College, students have been 
encouraged to be more than simple 
observers on these travels, but rather 
to engage in active learning and critical 
examination of diverse cultures and 
people . Leading the charge is the Office 
of International Programs (OIP), which 
aims to prepare students for a global 
society and evolving workplace by 
sponsoring study abroad opportunities 
across the globe—from Denmark to 
Hong Kong and Chile to Budapest . OIP 
has partnerships with programs in six 
continents and sponsors numerous 
Janterm and semester-long Whittier 
faculty-led programs every year . 
During Whittier Weekend, alumni, 
students, faculty, and staff gathered to 
celebrate the 55th anniversary of OIP . 
The event was punctuated with the 
announcement of the Hunter-McBride 
Study Abroad Fund named in honor of 
Professor Michael McBride who served 
as director of the program for 25 years 
and former OIP director Katie (Hunter) 
Perkins ’05 . By providing student 
scholarships, the fund aims to promote 
study abroad . 
OIP has recently launched another 
program to encourage more Whittier 
students to consider international 
studies . The Global Poet Ambassadors 
Program recruits current students 
who have studied abroad to serve as 
STUDY ABROAD CELEBRATES 
55TH ANNIVERSARY
EDUCATING ENGAGED GLOBAL CITIZENS
representatives of the program . and 
promote it among their peers . The 
goal is to help students understand 
that international study can work 
for practically any major and has 
concrete and exponential academic and 
professional benefits . 
Tiffany Tsui ’15, one of the 
first Global Poet Ambassadors, is a 
great example of this . Tsui, a child 
development major and aspiring 
teacher, participated in a month-long 
teaching practicum in Hong Kong last 
summer . (Read more about this program 
on page 7 .) 
“I had an amazing experience 
studying abroad and want to make sure 
other students take advantage of these 
opportunities,” said Tsui . “I’m thrilled 
that my teaching practicum has become 
an employment opportunity for me and 
I will be able to have more experiences 
abroad in the near future .”
Looking toward the future of 
international education, Director of OIP 
Dr . Katie Roller said it would be fantastic 
for every college student around the 
world to have the opportunity to study 
abroad, for the financial resources to be 
allocated, and for college curriculums to 
require global mobility .
Roller believes this is not out of  
the question .
“There is growing intellectual 
and intrinsic support for this kind of 
movement,” explains Roller . “The success 
of this model hinges on the collaborative 
efforts of the students, faculty and study 
abroad professionals . I would advocate 
for each college and university major to 
incorporate a ‘pathway to study abroad’ 
into the curriculum .” 
HAVANA DREAMS. s
Professor Danilo Lozano 
will once again lead 
a group of Whittier 
College students 
on an exciting trip 
through Cuba. The 
group will participate 
in site visits, cultural 
excursions, musical 
performances with well-
known Cuban artists, 
private lectures, and 
much more.
Through interdisciplinary and multicultural studies, faculty-student 
research opportunities, an experiential 
approach to international education, and 
other intense co-curricular activities, 
a Whittier College education seeks 
to expand students’ worlds and to 
develop global citizens and leaders . 
Alumni across decades have applied 
this experience to careers in civil and 
military service, the Peace Corps, 
NGOs, international corporations, and 
numerous other fields . 
During Whittier Weekend, in  
celebration of the 55th anniversary of 
the Office of International Programs, the 
College hosted a forum, Global  
Leaders in Service, with alumni 
panelists who have served abroad  
and are helping define leadership in 
our global community .
Participants included Erin Clancy ’07, 
U .S . foreign affairs officer; Jeremy  
Curran ’97, president and CEO of 
Frontline Distribution; Alex Sheldon ’10, 
research analyst with the Movement 
Advancement Project; and Christine 
Volden Pereira ’95, CEO of Digital Lifestyle 
Media . Director of International Programs 
Dr . Katie Roller moderated the panel .
Recently retired Deputy Director 
of the U .S . Agency for International 
Development’s Office of Conflict 
Management and Mitigation José M . 
Garzón ’77 participated on the panel via 
a pre-recorded video . 
“If you want to grow as a human 
being, get out of your comfort zone  
and study abroad, learn a foreign 
language, and acquire knowledge  
about a region, its culture, and people,” 
advised Garzón, who devoted three 
decades of his career to promoting 
democracy, governance, and conflict . 
“The future belongs to those who can 
work across borders .” 
“Cultivate a mentality of 
fearlessness,” added Curran who 
harnessed this outlook to build his own 
business from the ground up . 
Sheldon, who developed an LGBT 
“Safe Zone” Training Course for the Peace 
Corps, took a philosophical approach 
when giving advice to the audience . 
 “Get rid of all of your expectations, 
every single one of them and you’ll be 
alright,” said Sheldon .
For her part, Clancy offered practical 
advice, speaking about how her Whittier 
education helped her work and function 
effectively in a bureaucracy .
“I learned that from [Professor] Fred 
Bergerson,” said Clancy . “I learned how 
to debate and how to write . Writing is a 
critical skill not just to survive through 
college but also in the real world .”
  Voldon Pereira added, “The best 
skill you can have is to be adaptable . 
That is the best lesson that I learned at 
Whittier and in the Peace Corps; it came 
up in every single interview I had .” 
WHITTIER COLLEGE WELCOMES  
POET GLOBAL LEADERS
ALUMNI TAKING RISKS AND EXPLORING THE WORLD
A GROUP OF GENEROUS ALUMNI has united to help ensure that students 
continue to experience the incredible opportunities of international education. 
The Hunter-McBride Study Abroad Fund, named in honor of beloved political 
science professor Michael “Doc” McBride and former Director of International 
Programs Katie (Hunter) Perkins ’05, enables deserving Poets the opportunities 
to expand their world by helping subsidize the costs of international study. 
Support international student travel today by making your gift at  
www.whittier.edu/giveonline. 
FUNDING FUTURE GLOBAL POETS
a   SPEAKING GLOBALLY.  
Alumni panelists (L-R): 
Jeremy Curran ‘97,  
Alex Sheldon ‘10, 
Christine Volden 
Pereira ‘95, and  
Erin Clancy ‘07.
















Recent Whittier College graduates Carlee Shults ’14, Elizabeth Cook ’14, 
and Amiya Moretta ’14 are spreading 
their wings across the globe as 
recipients of highly competitive 
Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship 
awards . Each is spending at least 20 
hours a week teaching English at their 
assigned foreign school and conducting 
side projects .
Shults, a sociology and Whittier 
Scholars Program (WSP) double major, is 
serving in the coastal, Eastern European 
country of Croatia; psychology major Cook 
was assigned to Mongolia; and Moretta, 
a WSP major, is in Sri Lanka .
As the former president of the Urban 
Agriculture Club, Shults is using her 
gardening skills to create a food forest 
with her students in tandem with her 
teaching responsibilities . She hopes 
that the food forest, which is a form of 
native habitat rehabilitation through 
edible gardening, will give her and 
her students an opportunity to explore 
cross-cultural connections through local 
agriculture and food . 
“I have never been to Eastern 
Europe and greatly look forward to the 
rich and diverse peoples, foods, and 
languages I will encounter,” said Shults . 
“I’m excited to represent the College and 
the country to the best of my ability, with 
honesty, compassion and perspective .”
Moretta previously studied in Sri 
Lanka through the Intercollegiate Sri 
Lanka Education (ISLE) Program, and was 
eager to return there to teach English 
and build upon her prior experience .
“I wanted to go back and immerse 
myself deeper into the culture,” she said 
before leaving for her assignment . “I 
will be teaching English at a Sri Lankan 
university, with a focus on creative 
writing as an outlet for self-expression . 
I am most [excited for] the cultural 
exchange and the connections I [hope] 
to make with the people there .”
Cook previously conducted field 
study research on the production of 
tea and its role in society in Nairobi, 
Kenya . She decided to apply to Mongolia 
after seeing a fascinating exhibit of the 
diverse country during a field trip to the 
Annenberg Museum led by psychology 
professor Christina Scott .
“I feel I have been given a gift and 
I intend to make the most of every 
opportunity,” said Cook . “The professors 
[at Whittier College] made it possible 
through their diligent instruction .  
They made me hungry to learn more .”
Moretta agrees, “I had a ton of 
support from many professors, such as 
Professor Jake Carbine who encouraged 
me to challenge my comfort zone by 
doing the ISLE Program; [Andrew  
W . Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow]  
Michelle Chiharra who guided and 
encouraged me in my last semester  
of college to pursue a career as a 
writer; and of course, Director of 
Fellowships Rosemary Carbine, 
who helped me through the whole 
fellowship process . I also enjoyed 
my poetry class with Professor Tony 
Barnstone who was a joy to be in class 
with and a great source of guidance 
and encouragement .”
“Whittier College made it possible  
to do it all,” Shults said, “so I feel 
prepared to conquer whatever lies 
ahead . I know that I have been offered 
every resource to succeed, and I have  
a powerful network of mentors and 
friends to guide me .”
FULBRIGHT AWARDEES 
THREE ALUMNAE TEACHING ACROSS THE GLOBE 
FULBRIGHT
PROGRAM. 
Established in 1946 
by the late U.S. 
Sen. J. William 





sponsored by the 
U.S. government. 
It is designed to 
increase mutual 
understanding 
between the people 
of the United 
States and of 
other countries.
WHITTIER COLLEGE’S CENTER FOR ENGAGEMENT WITH 
COMMUNITIES (CEC) was awarded $411,680 grant from the 
BCM Foundation (formerly the B.C. McCabe Foundation) to 
support programs that strengthen the relationship between 
the surrounding communities and academic programs at the 
College. Since 2011, CEC has received more than $1 million 
from BCM to advance the work of the Center and all the 
programs under its umbrella.
A portion of the BCM Foundation grant supports program 
such as the Amy Biehl Foundation Project on human rights and 
social responsibility. Local high school students from Pioneer 
and Whittier High Schools completed a nine-week program 
earlier this year. The project culminated in a student conference 
on the College campus where alumna Linda Biehl ’65 spoke to 
the students providing words of wisdom and inspiration.
The high school participants attended workshops and 
worked alongside Whittier College student mentors who  
guided them in developing and executing research projects  
and presentations.
In addition to the funding from BCM, the CEC has 
expanded its successful mentor program to El Rancho High 
School in the city of Pico Rivera thanks to support from The 
Gilbert and Jacki Cisneros Foundation.
The goal of the mentor program is to help young people 
apply for and gain acceptance to a four-year institution. Many 
of the students in the program will be the first in their family 
to pursue higher education. Since 2009, Whittier College 
students have mentored 114 high schoolers and more than 
80% of these students have been accepted to  
a four-year college or university.
WHITTIER STUDENTS 
TEACH ABOUT SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY
POETS TEACH IN CHINA
CROSS-CULTURAL EXPERIENCES FOR PROMISING EDUCATORS
R ecent graduates Carolyn Newswanger ’14 and Erin  
Eulberg ’14, as well as Kelci Kaulana 
Quinabo ’15, Madyson Statley ’15, 
Tiffany Tsui ’15, and Rebecca Robinson ‘15 
spent a month at a teaching practicum 
in Hong Kong last summer .
The group participated in pair-
teaching at three different preschools 
operated by Victoria Educational 
Organisation (VEO .)
The six Poets were selected to 
inaugurate VEO’s new Practicum Center 
for English-speaking students to assist 
with VEO’s English language program .
Having been selected through a 
competitive application process, the 
students enrolled in the course, “Early 
Childhood Practicum in Hong Kong: 
Intercultural Teaching and Learning,” 
co-taught by Professor of Education 
and Child Development Judith Wagner, 
director of the Broadoaks School, and  
Dr . Katie Roller, director of the Office  
of International Programs .
During the spring term, students 
researched early childhood theories, 
philosophies, and policies in the U .S . 
and China . Fieldwork was conducted  
at Broadoaks to provide one example  
of preschool practices in the U .S .  
While in Hong Kong, the students 
maintained an interactive journal to 
continue their cross-cultural analyses, 
and completed two collaborative 
projects that included a “multicultural 
learning wall” and a book comparing 
the early childhood practices in 
each country . Students also had the 
opportunity to explore the various 
neighborhoods in Hong Kong and travel 
around China .
“The world out there is so much 
more diverse than I had experienced 
here in the U .S .  I met people in Hong 
Kong that had experienced different 
cultural backgrounds and I was able to 
learn from them,” said Tsui .
With the support of the Office of 
International Programs, the Hubert Perry 
Travel Scholarship Fund, sponsored 
by alumnus Tien Zee ’61, covered the 
students’ travel expenses . Dr . Maggie 
Koong L .H .D . ‘14, chief principal of 
VEO, sponsored the students while in 
Hong Kong—providing housing during 
their month-long stay, a transportation 
stipend, and the fee for the practicum . 
Koong recently joined the 
Whittier College Board of Trustees 
and  received an honorary degree 
from the College in 2014 . She is a 
tireless advocate for young children, 
especially those who are most 
vulnerable . Koong is president of 
OMEP (World Organization for Early 
Childhood Education), an international, 
non-governmental, and non-profit 
organization concerned with all aspects 
of children’s wellbeing, rights, and 
early education . Koong is an NGO 
representative to the United Nations and 
is also first vice president of UNICEF 
Hong Kong . (Read more on page 13 .)
Several students will return to Hong 
Kong next summer to continue to hone 
their teaching skills and take advantage 
of this practical study abroad opportunity .
a   TEACH THEM WELL. CEC Mentors, mentees gather on Whittier campus 
with alumna Linda Biehl ‘65.
KIDDING AROUND. Elizabeth Cook ’14 traveled the Mongolian countryside.
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EWhat makes our biosensor really unique is  
that it does not require DNA amplification.
E
I want to go to graduate school and become  
a veterinarian of exotic animals at a zoo.
BIOLOGY PROFESSOR RECEIVES FUNDING 
DETECTING DANGEROUS AGENTS IN FOOD FOR DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
the project as an undergraduate research 
assistant . Vetrone and Alocilja first began 
working together on this project in the 
summer of 2010 . After the completion 
of the validation of the DNA-based 
biosensor to detect both intentional and 
unintentional food pathogens within 
liquid and solid food matrices, they hope 
to transition the biosensor towards a 
prototype for commercialization .  
The DHS grant is the second for 
Vetrone, and will serve to support the 
continued collaborative efforts between 
Vetrone and Dr . Evangelyn Alocilja 
from the Department of Biosystems and 
Agricultural Engineering at Michigan 
State University, who developed the 
biosensor in 2009 . In addition, biology 
major Masson Blow ’15, will also be 















Masson Blow ’15 
assists Professor 
Sylvia Vetrone in 
the research lab.
Since the intentional distribution of anthrax spores (Bacillus anthracis) 
through the U .S . postal system in 2001, 
the prospect of bioterrorism in food, 
water, and agriculture identified critical 
needs in prevention, protection, and 
mitigation for homeland security .
Responding to this need, the 
Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) has awarded Whittier College 
Professor of Biology Sylvia Vetrone ’99 
a $119,000 grant to conduct research 
on innovative ways to detect biological 
or chemical agents in food . Vetrone is 
one of 13 researchers nationwide to 
receive such funding this year .
Biology major Masson Blow ’15, from Santa Barbara County, CA has big 
dreams of becoming a veterinarian . 
Already, he is well on his way to 
becoming a scientist thanks to the 
faculty-student research opportunities 
on campus .
Undergraduate research has multiple 
benefits to the student—both personal 
and professional . It enhances self-
confidence, independence, readiness for 
the next level of challenge, and ability to 
tolerate obstacles .
Blow is the undergraduate research 
assistant for Associate Professor of 
Biology Sylvia Vetrone and together 
FROM THE LAB TO THE FIELD
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE FOLLOWING HIS ACADEMIC DREAMS
“We recently demonstrated that our 
DNA-based biosensors, which utilize gold 
nanoparticles for signal amplification and 
magnetic nanoparticles for easy and clean 
separation from samples, can detect the 
non-PCR (polymerase chain reaction) 
amplified genomic DNA of the bacterial 
foodborne pathogen Salmonella,”  
said Vetrone .
PCR is a commonly used molecular 
biology tool for amplifying DNA . But, 
Vetrone’s system does away with the 
need for this step . 
“What makes our biosensor really 
unique is that it does not require DNA 
amplification . It is also semi-quantitative 
in nature, which can reveal specific 
amounts of a detected agent, and it  
only takes about six hours to  
achieve detection .”
Currently, all other commercially 
available DNA-based systems are  
not quantitative, require DNA 
amplification, and can take anywhere 
from 12-72 hours .
Another distinctive element of 
Vetrone’s DNA-based biosensor is its 
potential usefulness on the field . Since 
the testing system does not require a full 
laboratory, it could easily be used in a 
field resource-limited setting . Moreover, 
the samples are inexpensive to run, 
making it cost-effective .
While the team is using a less toxic 
agent like Salmonella for this test, the 
biosensor can be modified to detect 
bioterrorism agents such as anthrax, 
botulism, or E . Coli O157: H7 .
 “Our previous studies demonstrated 
that the biosensor can detect pathogenic 
DNA in liquids, the next step is to test its 
ability in solids,” said Vetrone . “After this 
work is completed it can then be moved 
toward prototype development .”
they are working on innovative ways 
to detect biological or chemical agents 
in food funded by a Department of 
Homeland Security grant . 
A transfer student from Allan 
Hancock College, Blow has lot of 
responsibilities to juggle as an upper 
classman and a linebacker for the Poet 
football team . 
“Thanks to the opportunity from  
Dr . Vetrone, I’m able to focus on 
academics, get financial assistance 
through the grant, and still have time to 
concentrate on football,” said Blow .
Research at the undergraduate level 
also teaches students what life as a 
scientist would be like .
“Going to conferences has helped 
me see what other researchers are 
doing and where my research fits into 
the bigger picture of national food 
defense,” added Blow . 
At the same time, Blow’s 
collaboration with Vetrone is providing 
him with experience that will advance 
his career opportunities and the 
development of critical skills that will 
serve him well as a professional in  
any field . 
“I want to go to graduate school and 
become a veterinarian of exotic animals 
at a zoo,” said Blow . “I’ve always loved 
animals as I’ve raised cattle, pigs and 
chicken since I was in 5th grade .”
The young  biology major has 
other aspirations as well . “My lifetime 
goal is to create a documentary about 
endangered species,” said Blow . 
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Whittier College has received $500,000 from The Ralph 
M . Parsons Foundation to support 
the redesign of the new Science 
and Learning Center (SLC) . The SLC 
project—the largest capital project 
in the College’s 127-year history—
involves a complete renovation of a 
primary academic building on campus . 
Construction on the Center is slated to 
begin in spring 2015 . 
This grant is the largest award 
Whittier has received from the Parsons 
Foundation—a long time supporter of  
the College . 
“We are grateful to the Parsons 
Foundation for their vote of  
confidence in this endeavor,” said 
President Sharon Herzberger . “Whittier 
has a tradition of educating scientists, 
health professionals, science and  
math teachers, and scientifically  
literate citizens . With the support of  
the Parsons Foundation, the renovation 
will enable the College to continue 
advancing in its role as a national  
leader in providing quality science and 
liberal arts education to its students .
“Moreover, as one of the most 
diverse liberal arts colleges in  
the nation, the new facility will 
support the College’s ongoing aim  
of educating underrepresented  
and nontraditional students in  
STEM fields .”
When combined with the leadership 
gifts from members of the Board of 
Trustees and other individual donors, 
the College has now passed the halfway 
point in fundraising for the SLC .
The SLC will house seven 
departments: biology, chemistry, 
environmental science, kinesiology  
and nutrition science, mathematics, 
physics, and psychology .
PAST THE HALFWAY MARK 
SCIENCE AND LEARNING PROJECT MOVES FORWARD
• New labs designed for cross-
disciplinary research fostering 
collaboration and providing enhanced 
learning opportunities for students .
• Redesigned classrooms equipped 
with flexible furnishings including 
movable benches and variable seating 
to allow for maximum use by a wide 
range of disciplines .
• Student collaboration zones to 
promote peer-to-peer and group 
learning, expand team building 
opportunities, and foster spontaneous 
discussions on math and science .
• Clustered faculty offices near labs to 
facilitate interdisciplinary teaching  
and research conducted by faculty,  
and maximize availability to students 
doing research .
• “Science on Display”—the use of 
glass in the new design enabling 
students, faculty and visitors to see 
students engaged in science learning 
from inside and outside the building .
• “Open air and light” promoted by 
incorporating shared open spaces 
throughout the building, transparent 
walls to increase natural light, a 
rooftop gathering space which will 
also house the Department Physics and 
Astronomy’s telescopes, and outdoor 
class annexes .
>>  DESIGN ELEMENTS OF THE NEW SCIENCE & LEARNING CENTER INCLUDE:
ON OUR WAY. s
To learn more  
about the Science 
and Learning  
Center Project visit 
www.whittier.edu/
scienceandlearning
>> HOMETOWN: Elizabethtown, KY
>> MAJOR: Biochemistry
>> BRIEFLY DESCRIBE  
YOUR PROJECT:  
My project focuses on the potential  
carcinogenic effects of electronic 
cigarette vapor compared to cigarette 
smoke-induced lung cancer .
Q: Who are your project mentors? 
A:  Biology Professors David Bourgaize 
and Erica Fradinger
Q:  What opportunities has the Nixon 
Fellowship opened up for you? 
A:  This fellowship opportunity allowed 
me a jumpstart on a graduate school 
experience by proposing my own 
scientific question and exploration . 
When I go to graduate school, I 
believe that my fellowship experience 
will advance my performance and 
outcomes as Ph .D . students are 
expected to multiply the same format 
that I am currently following .
Q:  What is the greatest lesson you’ve 
learned through the Nixon Fellowship? 
A:  Even for a self-motivated, well-
managed time minder, setting my own 
timeline and following it has been 
challenging . But ultimately, I find that 
I must follow my own plan without 
a coddling hand to keep me in line; I 
have been paid to do a job with trust 
and expectations to successfully work 
within this capacity .
Q:  What’s something 
interesting you’ve 
learned about  
Nixon himself? 
A:  When researching 
the proposal aspect of the fellowship 
application, I was astonished that 
Richard Nixon’s stance on the “war 
against cancer” appeared to have 
more of an emotional root than one 
that simply boosted his political 
image . Luckily, the Internet has made 
this phenomenon visible by video 
as Nixon and the NIH administration 
established a branch of cancer-
specific research funded by the U .S . 
government . I was truly moved and 
additionally inspired .
Q:  What’s the most rewarding aspect of 
being a Nixon Fellow? 
A:  The most rewarding aspect for me 
has been humility . I have big dreams 
and sometimes out-of-perspective 
goals . Having the ability to conduct 
my own, self-directed research has 
pinball-bumper guided me into the 
reality that will likely serve in my best 
interest not only for graduate school, 
but as an industry professional if my 
future follows that path .
Q: What are your plans after college?
A:  Currently, my plans are to attend 
graduate school for my field while  
earning credentials to possibly teach 
high school or college .
Q&A WITH NIXON FELLOW  
MATTHEW EMRICK ’15
WHITTIER COLLEGE IS PART OF a 
new coalition of private liberal arts 
colleges, led by Bryn Mawr College, 
that will implement a new blended, 
“just-in-time” approach to remedial 
mathematics support for students 
enrolled in gateway STEM courses. 
The goal is to ensure that students 
who are interested in STEM majors, 
but enter college with marginal 
mathematics preparation, complete 
STEM degrees within four years. This 
initiative is being funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education. 
The blended learning approach will 
provide students with personalized, 
self-paced instruction delivered in the 
form of online modules—combined 
with face-to-face coaching support—
to be completed concurrently with the 
gateway STEM course in which the 
student is enrolled. Among the 13 
partner colleges, it’s estimated that 
2,900 students, including about a 
quarter who are low-income and/or 
members of underrepresented minority 
groups, will receive the intervention 
over the grant period. It’s anticipated 
that the project will significantly raise 
the percentage of students in the 
target population who receive a grade 
of B+ or higher in the gateway course and 






Created to honor Whittier College alumnus and former U .S . President Richard M . Nixon ‘34, the Nixon Fellowship Program is 
designed to prepare exceptional students for informed citizenship and 
service through internships, scholarship, and research opportunities 
that echo Nixon’s successful legacy in domestic and foreign policy . 
Students named Nixon Fellows will develop leadership skills, increase 
international understanding, and experience the rewards inherent in 
a career dedicated to the public good .




























...when we learned two years ago that the 
Baseball Reliquary was looking for a partner 
to house its research archives, we jumped 
at the opportunity.
E
Whittier College is the new home for the Institute for Baseball 
Studies (IBS), the first humanities-based 
research center of its kind associated 
with a college or university in the United 
States . The Institute is a partnership 
between Pasadena-based Baseball 
Reliquary and the College . The Institute, 
which celebrated its grand opening in 
January with more than 200 people in 
attendance, is located on the third floor 
of Mendenhall building .
Whittier College Professor of 
Religious Studies Joseph L . Price and 
Terry Cannon, executive director of 
the Baseball Reliquary, will serve as 
co-Directors of the Institute . Professor of 
English Charles Adams and Professor of 
Political Science Mike McBride will serve 
as Associate Directors . An Advisory 
Board will soon be announced .
“For more than two decades, 
Professor Charles Adams and I have 
made baseball-related presentations 
GOD, BASEBALL, AND POETS
BASEBALL RELIQUARY AND WHITTIER COLLEGE ESTABLISH INSTITUTE FOR BASEBALL STUDIES
at the annual meetings of the Popular 
Culture Association and American 
Culture Association,” said Price . 
“We have written numerous essays 
connecting baseball literature with 
our respective areas of study, and we 
routinely deal with baseball in our 
courses on American Intellectual and 
Cultural History . 
“So when we learned two years ago 
that the Baseball Reliquary was looking 
for a partner to house its research 
archives, we jumped at the opportunity .”
The Baseball Reliquary is a 
nonprofit, educational organization 
dedicated to fostering an appreciation 
of American art and culture through the 
prism of baseball history and exploring 
the national pastime’s unparalleled 
creative possibilities . 
The Reliquary’s research 
collection—books, periodicals, 
papers of distinguished baseball 
historians and journalists, art work, 
photography, and a variety of other 
pertinent material—will form the 
centerpiece of the IBS . Professors 
Adams, McBride, and Price donated 
their own archives of nearly 1,000 
baseball books to the Institute .
The goal of the IBS is to foster an 
intellectual community for creating and 
supporting interdisciplinary research 
and studies related to the cultural 
significance of baseball in American 
history and to prompt the exchange 
of ideas, the development of research 
initiatives, and the creation of public 
symposia and celebrations highlighting 
baseball’s significance in our culture .
The Institute is accessible to 
students, scholars, and the general 
public . For more information visit: 
www .whittier .edu/baseball .
JANET (JAN) CAUFFMAN 
Cauffman taught school for more than 
twenty years before working as a 









to elementary school children . She is 
passionate about education, particularly 
access for girls and women .
Caufman and her husband, 
alumnus John Cauffman ’45, have been 
dedicated and generous supporters 
of Whittier College, having attained 
Poets Laureate status . Recently, 
they established the Jan Cauffman 
Fellowship for Innovations in Teaching, 
and over the years have contributed 
to several other endowed scholarships 
and capital projects . They are Poet 
sports fans and members of Purple & 
Gold . Cauffman was part of the Poet 
Council in 2013-14 .
The Cauffmans live in Dana Point, 
having relocated back to California after 
many years in Arizona . 
DR. MAY KAY (MAGGIE) KOONG L.H.D.’14 
Koong is chief principal of the Victoria 
Educational Organisation, which 
provides high quality education from 
preschool through high school in 
mainland China and Hong Kong . Koong 
has long participated in efforts to 
promote the health, well-being, and 
education of young children through 
advocacy and professional development 
in Hong Kong and throughout Asia . 
During her six-year tenure as treasurer 
of OMEP (World Organization for Early 
Childhood Education), she helped the 
organization forge greater visibility for 
young children in public policies at the 
local, national, and global levels . She 
is currently President of WORLD OMEP 
and Vice President of UNICEF Hong 
Kong . A leading voice for children’s 
and women’s rights in Hong Kong and 
China, Koong has been appointed to 
serve on key government committees 
on education, medical services, equal 
opportunities, and services for women, 
children, and youth . She has been 
regularly invited to share her insights 
and exemplary practices at numerous 
international conferences, in the areas 
of gender awareness in young children, 
family-school partnership, children’s 
rights, and bilingual education . Her 
leadership and contributions to the field 
of early childhood have been recognized 
with the 2000 Ten Outstanding Young 
Persons Award and the 2013 Bronze 
Bauhinia Star award in Hong Kong . 
For many years Koong has 
supported the Broadoaks School 
and, more recently of Whittier’s 
undergraduate 
and graduate 
students . Her 
newest goal is 





spend one or two years teaching at 
one of her schools in Hong Kong or 
mainland China . She holds a doctorate 
in education from the University of 
Durham and was awarded an honorary 
degree from Whittier in 2014 .
ELIZABETH (LIZ) Y. KAY-IM ‘89
Kay-Im is NASA Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory’s (JPL) deputy division 
manager for the mission systems and 
operations division . She has been at JPL 
for 25 years, focusing on developing 
the new generation of science data 
systems that are scalable and reusable 
across earth, planetary, and astrophysics 
missions, reinforcing and expanding 
JPL’s core competencies in science data 
collection, processing, analysis, archiving, 






systems for many 
missions, such as 
Mars Exploration 
Rovers, Mars 
Pathfinder, Cassini, Galileo, Mars Express 
and Magellan . Kay-Im advanced through 
management positions as technical group 
leader of the image processing system 
integration and test team, technical 
supervisor of the instrument product 
software development group, deputy 
section manager of the modeling and 
data management systems section, 
section manager of the instrument 
software and science data systems 
section, and was appointed to her current 
position in May 2013 . 
Kay-Im holds a double B .A . in 
math-computer science and business 
administration . She was a member of 
the Asian Student Association and 
choir . In 2013, Kay-Im served on 
the Poet Council . She lives in San 
Marino, California with her husband, 
Dr . Eastwood Im . The couple has a 
daughter, Alexandria, and a son, Aaron .
NEW MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
ACCOMPLISHED PROFESSIONALS IN EDUCATION AND SCIENCE















…I believe that how we live our lives  
online matters, and it is important to improve  
the quality of the growing virtual world,  
rather than dissimulate.
E
The rapid-growing evolution of digital media has made its way 
into our lives whether we like it or 
not . Facebook checking is a daily 
and sometimes hourly ritual, tweets 
and hashtags are becoming a main 
source for headline news, and open 
forums allow commentary from anyone 
in the world who has an opinion . 
Howard Rheingold, a living legend 
of digital media and this year’s first 
visiting speaker for the Digital Liberal 
Arts (DigLibArts) program at Whittier, 
says that we are only beginning to 
understand how this evolution is 
changing the way our world works . 
A prolific author and creator of 
two successful virtual communities, 
Rheingold has explored different 
ways in which the Internet can be 
more humane and useful—goals and 
interests aligned with those of Whittier’s 
bourgeoning DigLibArts intitiative . 
Rheingold opened his lecture by 
addressing a common fear: that social 
media might be making the current 
generation shallow . 
“What are we to do with students 
scrolling through their phones rather 
than listening to their lectures, or the fact 
that Twitter reports world events even 
before the journalistic news?” he posed 
to the spellbound audience . “This virtual 
phenomenon is both fascinating and 
frightening . Yet, I believe that how we live 
our lives online matters, and it is important 
to improve the quality of the growing 
virtual world, rather than dissimulate .”
As he puts it, the question really 
is how can we use digital media to 
become empowered participants rather 
than passive receivers; grounded, 
well-rounded people, rather than 
“multitasking basket cases”? 
According to Rheingold, there are five 
fundamental digital literacies that should 
be applied so that we can “restore an 
order and humanity to the wild west of 
the web .” They are attention, participation, 
collaboration, network awareness, and 
crap detection (critical consumption) .
“We now live in a world where  
the media is made up by the people . If 
you know how to participate, you can 
wield power .” 
We are a participatory culture, he 
adds; not only consumers, but creators of 
blogs, web pages, protests, and current 
circulating literature . But he also cautions 
that this call for participation is also 
a call for mindfulness and continuous 
communication . “We must begin to filter 
out and put priority on what matters 
most to us, in order to create a virtual 
community that works together, and 
makes the Internet a more beneficial 
place to navigate and explore .”
 “Don’t think about catching up with 
the technology, think about keeping up 
with the literature,” he advised at the 
close of his thought-provoking lecture . 
And though this cyber-frontier 
creates much concern and apprehension 
for those who grapple with it daily, 
a tangible hope is found in experts 
such as Rheingold who can offer clear 
suggestions and guidance . And in the 
end, a digital world that strives for and 
enables positive change in our lives 
seems within reach . 
— Hallie Gayle ’15
FINDING THE VIRTUE IN VIRTUAL
DIGITAL MEDIA EXPERT NAVIGATES THE WEB FRONTIER
ON DEMAND. s
Rheingold’s visit 
to campus was 
sponsored by 
DigLibArts and Office 
of Alumni Programs, 
in conjunction 
with an Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation 
grant. An archived 
video of Rheingold’s 
address, which was 
livestreamed, can  
be viewed at  
whittier.edu/live.
FROM CHAOS, ORDER
REU RECIPIENT RELISHES THE “MESS” OF THE SCIENTIFIC PROCESS
From the day she set foot on campus as a first-year student, 
Vicky Mercado ‘14 knew exactly what 
she wanted to study . And on that same 
day, she followed her instinct and 
declared her major in biology .
Four years later, the avid scientist 
and biomimetic scholar earned two 
competitive REUs (Research Experience 
for Undergraduates), grants that would 
enable her to pursue her interests at a 
graduate level, further develop her skills 
in the lab, and explore the challenging 
and mercurial topic of cell biological 
processes hands-on .
“Many people look at the 
relationship between animals and 
the environment and think on a 
macroscopic scale,” she says, “but I like 
getting down to the nitty gritty details 
about the cells—in the animals and 
in the plants . So for my REU project, I 
looked at endoplasmic reticulum and 
analyzed how different stressors affect 
the levels of a specific family of anti-
apoptotic proteins .” 
“During my research here at Whittier 
I really fell in love with the scientific 
process and how messy it can be 
sometimes, because that mess requires 
you to think about things in new ways,” 
Mercado said . “In the classroom, it all 
seems very straightforward, so clear-
cut as to how things [were discovered 
and theories formed] . But in the lab it 
is never that clear-cut; a lot of it is just 
troubleshooting, figuring out where you 
went wrong and how you might fix it . 
And that is a challenge that I really enjoy .” 
According to Mercado, who is 
currently studying for the MCAT (medical 
entrance exams), the academic support 
she received at Whittier College has 
been critical in helping her determine a 
future career, and her recent experience 
has now led her to further reevaluate 
and refine her plans . In particular, she 
cites biology professor Sylvia Vetrone 
as a mentor who has helped “push and 
challenge” her to strive for more and 
reach her potential .
“Now instead of just wanting  
to go to medical school, I really want  
to pursue an M .D ./Ph .D . so I can conduct 
research and also practice medicine . 
Ultimately, I want to conduct cancer 
research, as well as open my own clinical 
practice to help provide health care 
services for underserved communities .”
THE BROADOAKS CHILDREN’S SCHOOL 
celebrated the International Day of 
Peace on the Whittier College campus 
on September 22. Together with 
Whittier College students and with 
the goal of promoting peace, the 
children created a large human chain 
around the Campus Center Courtyard 
and sang “A Song of Peace.” The event 
was co-hosted with OMEP-Whittier 
College and was part of a worldwide 
celebration dedicated to world peace 
and the absence of war and violence. 
The International Day of Peace  
was first observed in 1982. In 2001, 
the UN General Assembly voted 
unanimously to observe September 
21 as an annual day of non-violence, 
cease-fire, and peace-building. 
Organizers encourage everyone 
to commemorate the day through 
education and public awareness on 




















2013 Harry W. Nerhood Teaching Excellence 
Award recipient Professor BRIAN REED  
gave students words of advice during the 
Spring Honors Convocation: 
“I FEEL COMPELLED TO TELL YOU 
STUDENTS HERE TONIGHT THAT I AND 
MY FACULTY COLLEAGUES AND YOUR 
PARENTS REPRESENT, IN ONE SENSE OR 
ANOTHER, YOUR FUTURE… BUT DON’T 
FEAR, STUDENTS, NOT ALL IS NECESSARILY 
LOST…IF YOU HAVEN’T DONE SO  
ALREADY, I RECOMMEND YOU DEVELOP  
A BETTER SENSE OF DESIGN ABOUT  
YOUR LIFE.” 
MADELINE GERHART ‘16 talks about her 
life-changing experience in Argentina with 
Project Abroad, where she served as an 
educator to young girls and women. 
“TEN MINUTES LATER I [LEARNED] THAT  
I WOULD BE FLYING TO ARGENTINA IN 
TWO WEEKS. I FELT THAT I WAS BEING 
CALLED TO SERVE, AND THAT THIS WAS 
MEANT TO BE.”
Musician ARMANDO GONZALES ‘14 recalls 
his senior concert with classmate Michael 
Urquidi ‘14, the culmination of their musical 
study at Whittier.
“I DIDN’T FEEL ANYTHING. IT WAS  
TIMELESS TO ME. I PLAYED FOR A LITTLE 
BIT OVER AN HOUR, AND IT ALL JUST 
CAME REALLY FAST.”
STUDENT COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 
ALYSSA FLUSS ‘14, encouraged her peers to 
live lives of action and achievement.
“WE NEED TO EXTEND WHATEVER WE ARE 
MOST PASSIONATE ABOUT AND PURSUE THAT.”
At a celebratory send-off in early fall,  
former Vice President and Dean of Students 
JEANNE ORTIZ notes the best part of her 
tenure at Whittier.
“THERE ARE THREE THINGS I’M GOING TO 
MISS HERE AT WHITTIER: THE STUDENTS, 
MY COLLEAGUES, AND THE AMAZING 
FACULTY THAT I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY  
TO WORK WITH.”
William Penn Society member GREG 
CARLSON ‘15 discusses the new format for 
their Welcome Back dance event, which 
included a full-blown concert venue with 
lighting and featured DJs. 
“OUR MAIN FOCUS NOW IS ON CREATING 
MORE OF AN EXPERIENCE, AS MANY PEOPLE 
[EXPECT] PENNTRONIC [TO BE], RATHER 
THAN JUST A DANCE.”
ANNE CONG-HUYEN, digital scholar and 
DigLibArts coordinator, discusses the 
collaboratory project underway at  
Wardman Library. 
“WE ARE REALLY TRYING TO BUILD AND 
CULTIVATE A COMMUNITY ON CAMPUS THAT 
IS COHESIVE IN CREATING AND PLAYING 
WITH DIGITAL LITERACY.”
Quaker Campus writer KRISTIN WILLIAMS ‘14 
reviews work from the 2014 senior art 
exhibition in Greenleaf Gallery last May. 
“MARCO AEXEL ‘14 COMBINED MANY 
DIFFERENT SOURCES OF IMAGERY 
INTO HIS PAINTINGS... RECOGNIZABLE 
[CONTEMPORARY] CELEBRITIES, IMAGES 
OF CLASSICAL GREEK SCULPTURE. [THIS] 
CREATES A TOTAL CONTRAST, BOTH 
VISUALLY AND THEMATICALLY, THAT  
GRABS THE VIEWER’S ATTENTION.” 
#POETS. d
New students and  
their families were 
officially welcomed  
to campus during New 
Student Orientation.
HELPING HANDS. Hundreds of students 
participated in the 20th Annual Helping  
Hands Day held in the fall.
In a QC article about the recent earthquake, 
witness MELISSA KING ‘16 describes the 
experience in Ettinger Student Lounge. 
“THE WINDOWS WERE WAVING AS IF 
THEY WERE WATER. EVERYONE WHO 
WAS NOT FROM CALIFORNIA HAD A 
LOOK OF WONDER, BUT EVERYONE FROM 
CALIFORNIA LOOKED SHOCKED.”
TONY BARNSTONE, Albert Upton Chair in 
English, offers advice to aspiring writers. 
“WRITING COMES OUT OF DREAM,  
SINCE IT IS IN DREAM THAT WE SPEAK  
THE LANGUAGE OF METAPHOR.”
During a recent visit to campus, Alumna 
CHERYL BOONE ISAACS ’71, president of the 
Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences, 
gave student valuable career advice. 
“NEVER, EVER JUDGE SOMEONE ELSE 
BECAUSE OF THEIR JOB OR POSITION IN LIFE. 
BE RESPECTFUL OF EVERYONE YOU COME IN 
CONTACT WITH BECAUSE NO ONE KNOWS 
ANYONE’S CAREER PATH.”
ELIZABETH SANCHEZ ’15 speaks for a 
collective, generational grief on the  shocking 
death of comedian Robin Williams in early fall. 
“HE’S ONE OF THOSE ACTORS THAT 
WHENEVER YOU HEAR HIS VOICE ON 
SCREEN, YOU JUST FEEL COMFORTED. I 
THINK THERE’S A REASON WHY PEOPLE 
OUR AGE REACTED. A LOT OF CELEBRITIES 
PASS AWAY, BUT WHEN HE DIED I JUST 
FELT IT—WE ALL FELT IT.”
English professor DAVID PADDY defines his 
classroom-rocking groovy fashion sense. 
“PSYCHEDELIC DISASTER WITH AN 
ELEMENT OF FAILED ROCK STAR.”
During Hispanic Heritage Month, Cultural 
Center assistant director ANDRIANNA 
MARTINEZ shared what being Latino means 
to her. 
“...FAMILY RECIPES, STRONG VALUES—MY 
GRANDMOTHER TAUGHT ME WHERE I COME 
FROM. HISTORY.”
In a letter to the editor, Librarian  
MIKE GARABEDIAN ‘98 comments on  
the upkeep of campus landscaping during 
California’s drought. 
“I DO KNOW WORKING TOGETHER 
TO SOLVE PROBLEMS CREATIVELY IS 
SOMETHING WE DO WELL HERE AT 
WHITTIER...A LOT OF GRASS, GREEN OR 
OTHERWISE, HAS GOT TO GO.”
Associate Dean of Students ANDRE COLEMAN 
comments on recent enhancements to 
residential hall social areas. 
“THESE IMPROVEMENTS HELP US CREATE 
A SENSE OF COMMUNITY THAT IS CENTRAL 
TO THE RESIDENTIAL EXPERIENCE. AND, BY 
OPENING THESE SPACES TO COMMUTERS, 
WE GIVE THEM THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
ENJOY THIS ASPECT OF COLLEGE LIFE.”
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF GREATNESS. (l-r) President Sharon Herzberger, Ariella Greene ’17,  
Joshua Magana ’15, Nayely Limon ’15, and Andrianna Martinez pose in front of the Gandhi  
statue on the Unity Walk in Washington D.C.
d   THE CELLAR.  
The Whittier 
residential halls saw 
many improvements 
this fall including  
the addition of a  
new “hangout” in  
the basement of 
Wanberg Hall.
AT THE CAPITOL. Whittier students attended the National Association of Social Workers Conference  
in Washington D.C. 
ROCK TALK


























Orthogonian Society members who attended Whittier Weekend 2014 were in store for a tear-jerking ceremony . 
In a meaningful gathering, Orthogonians unveiled a plaque 
at the Donald E . Graham Athletics Center which honors their 
brothers who have passed away .
Orthogonians named on the plaque were also honored 
with a gift to the scholarship fund in their name . Once fully 
endowed, the Orthogonian Memorial Endowed Scholarship 
fund will provide financial support to deserving Orthogonian 
actives . To contribute to this fund, contact Associate Director 




SOCIETY HONORS PAST AND FUTURE LEGACIES
WINNERS. The Ionians were presented with the All-Society 
Alumni Participation Challenge Cup during Whittier Weekend. 
Winning the contest for a second year in a row, Ionian 
alumnae achieved a 42.4% participation rate. The Palmers 
finished only three gifts behind, with third place going to 
the Penns. Visit www.whittier.edu/GiveOnline to participate 






















s Chemistry Professor CHRISTINA BAUER 
recently published the following article: 
“Homo- and heterometallic luminescent 
2-D stilbene metal-organic frameworks” 
in Dalton Transactions. 
s Professor of English JONATHAN BURTON
gave the keynote at the 21st Annual 
California State University Shakespeare 
Symposium, sharing a paper entitled 
“Christopher Sly’s Arabian Nights.” The 
piece was published in June in The 
Journal of Early Modern Cultural Studies. 
s Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral 
Fellow MICHELLE CHIHARA presented 
this spring on a panel about 
interdisciplinary scholarship and 
transnational studies at the Association 
for Asian American Studies conference 
in San Francisco. She also presented 
a paper entitled “The Promise of One 
Such House: Ramona, Real Estate and 
Native Décor,” at the American 
Literature Association conference in 
Washington, D.C. 
s Professor of French MARIE-MAGDELEINE 
CHIROL’S pedagogical dossier on the 
African movie Un transport en commun/
Saint-Louis Blues (2009) by Franco-
Senegalese filmmaker Dyana Gaye will 
be published in The French Review in 
May 2015. The dossier is an extension of 
Chirol’s research and course preparation 
for her Franco-African Cinema and 
Literature class. 
s Professor of Philosophy PAUL 
KJELLBERG presented the paper 
“Teaching Interdisciplinarity to 
Undisciplined Students” at the 
Association for Interdisciplinary Studies.
s Professor of Chemistry PRICILLA BELL 
and her students BRIAN PHUNG ’14, 
AARON AHN ’14, HYESOO KIM ’17, 
and EDWIN BENNETT ’16 presented 
a poster, “Evaluation of Antifungal 
Herbs on Filamentous Fungi Using a 
Rapid Screening Technique,” at the 
Experimental Biology Conference in 
San Diego in April 2014. The science 
project was done in collaboration with 
Professor of Biology ERICA FRADINGER.
s Professor of Education 
and Child Development and 
Director of the Broadoaks 
Children’s School JUDITH 
WAGNER delivered the 
keynote address at the 66th 
OMEP (Organisation Mondiale 
Pour I’Education Prescolaire) 
World Assembly and International 
Conference held in Cork, Ireland. 
Her speech, “Stolen Childhoods: 
Migrant, Refugee, Asylum-seeking 
and Exploited Children,” reflected the 
general theme of the conference—
Children’s Cultural Worlds. REBECCA 
ROBINSON ‘15 and Broadoaks teacher 
VALENE MARTINEZ joined Wagner 
at the conference and spoke about 
raising awareness and involving 
young people in child advocacy work. 
Robinson was the only undergraduate 
student speaker at the conference. 
Wagner was also invited by the 
Organization of American States 
(OAS) to present two keynote 
addresses at the Annual International 
Congress for legislators, former 
legislators, and educators held in 
Monterrey, Mexico. 
s Assistant Professor of Chinese 
HORNG-YI LEE published two 
papers in 2014, “Inquiry-Based 
Teaching in Second and Foreign 
Language Pedagogy” in the Journal 
of Language Teaching and Research 
and “Qualitative and Quantitative 
Changes in Modern Chinese Affixes,” 
in the Journal of Chinese Language 
Teachers Association.
s Professor of Business Administration 
LANA NINO presented her paper, 
“Precursors of Professionalism of 
Graduating Business Students: 
Implications for Business Education 
and the Profession,” at the Arts, 
Humanities, and Social Science 
Conference in Hawaii. Her article of the 
same title will appear in the Journal of 
Academic and Business Ethics.
s Professor of English CHARLES S. ADAMS 
chaired a panel on baseball for the annual 
meeting of the Popular Culture/American 
Culture Associations in Chicago. 
s Professor of Economics ROGER WHITE 
and student NICOLE YAMASAKI ’15 
co-wrote an article, “Source-Destination 
Cultural Differences, Immigrants’ 
Skill Levels, and Immigrant Stocks: 
Evidence from Six OECD Member Host 
Countries” published in the August 
issue of the National Institute Economic 
Review. White also recently published 
the article “A Simple Solution to 
the Distance Puzzle: Balanced Data 
and Poisson Estimation”, in Applied 
Economics Letters and a book chapter, 
“A Factor Endowment Explanation for 
China’s Emergence as an International 
ONWARD & UPWARD
FACULTY PRESENTATIONS, PUBLICATIONS, AND TRAVELS
Trading Power: Calibrating the 
Dornbusch-Fischer-Samuelson Model for 
China’s Trade, 1968-2008,” published 
in Current Issues in International 
Trade: Methodologies and Development 
Implications for the World Economy.
s English Professor ANDREA REHN recently 
published an article on digital pedagogy 
in Persuasions On-Line, the journal of 
the Jane Austen Society of North 
America (JASNA). 
s Associate Professor of Education and 
Child Development ANNE SEBANC and 
Associate Professor of Mathematics 
JEFF LUTGEN co-wrote an article, 
“Transactional Relationships Between 
Latinos’ Friendship Quality and 
Academic Achievement During the 
Transition to Middle School,” for the 
Journal of Early Adolescence. The article 
is based on a study of 146 students 
that investigates whether friendship 
quality, academic achievement, and 
mastery goal orientation predict each 
other across students’ transition from 
elementary to middle school.
PHILOSOPHY PROFESSOR NAMED 
HARTLEY HOUSE MASTER
s Professor of Economics GREG WOIROL retired at the end of 
the 2013-14 academic year after 38 years of service to the 
College. He remains affiliated with the department as he 
holds the rank of Emeritus Professor of Economics. 
PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY PAUL KJELLBERG is the new Hartley House Faculty Master. 
He and his son Ford took up residency this past fall. 
Kjellberg’s tenure in Hartley House will focus around the theme of “Liberal Arts at 
Work”—helping students understand the correlation between their Whittier education 
and future career prospects. As part of the program, Kjellberg will invite a wide variety 
of professionals with liberal arts backgrounds to meet with students. These professionals 
will speak about their own career paths and provide real-life advice. 
“I anticipate two emphases,” explains Kjellberg. “The first is that there is no one-
to-one correspondence between a major and a career. A liberal arts major can do all 
manner of things—success requires the ability to act on opportunities one could not 
have predicted ahead of time, the major is not the last but the first choice of many 
along a career path, and a relatively small one at that.” 
The second goal is to encourage students to develop a portfolio of skills and 
attitudes that will support them along the paths that open up to them.
Moreover, Kjellberg aims to create programming focused on sophomore students. 
His popular JanTerm course, “Simplicity and Buddhism,” which includes a week-long 
retreat at nearby Hsi Lai Temple, will serve as a model for an expanded sophomore 
educational experience.  
Kjellberg has been at Whittier since 1993, after earning a B.A. from Yale and Ph.D. 
in philosophy from Stanford University. His specialty is Chinese philosophy and also 
works in Greek and German traditions. Recently his interests have broadened to include 
philosophy of education, American pragmatism, and the Quaker tradition.
Kjellberg succeeds Professor Sal Johnston who brought to Hartley House distinctive 
projects and programs related to environmental sustainability.












The ground floor of the Bonnie Bell Wardman Library now features mobile technology stations, large screen monitors, projectors, and other equipment 
designed to enhance liberal arts education at Whittier College . This space—part of 
the Digital Liberal Arts Center (DigLibArts)—is available to faculty, staff, and students 
providing them with the needed tools to make full use of the digital technologies that 
are reshaping pedagogical approaches and transforming research throughout the 
liberal arts . In addition to the physical space and technology, DigLibArts is designed 
to support and inspire faculty by providing personal assistance, workshop training 
and stipends, and other tools to integrate digital technologies into pedagogy .
DIGLIBARTS CENTER IS UP AND RUNNING
RESOURCES FOR THE TECH SAVVY POETS
s  To commemorate the 40th anniversary 
of President Richard Nixon’s ’34 
resignation from office, portions 
of a rarely-heard interview with 
former aide Frank Gannon have 
been published by the Richard Nixon 
Presidential Library and Richard 
Nixon Foundation . Political Science 
Professor FRED BERGERSON 
offered commentary on the subject 
to the Whittier Daily News. “We can 
keep our perspective enough to learn 
what these tapes reveal . It’s likely 
we’ll learn a more nuanced and 
sophisticated understanding of 
Nixon from Gannon’s material,” 
said Bergerson .
s  Associate Professor of English 
Language and Literature SEAN 
MORRIS was recently interviewed 
by the news site Quartz and helped 
explain how werewolves have 
evolved in the public consciousness . 
s  Whittier College’s transfer program 
was highlighted in the Los Angeles 
Times earlier this year . In an 
interview, English professor WENDY 
FURMAN-ADAMS spoke about the 
support transfer students receive at 
Whittier College . 
s  Professor of Modern Languages 
GUSTAVO GEIROLA presented 
at the 29th annual International 
Festival on Hispanic Theater in 
Miami . His lecture on Argentinean 
playwright Pablo Gigena’s Anónimo 
Metateatral (2011) was singled out 
by the Miami Herald . 
s  President SHARON HERZBERGER, 
who chaired the NCAA Division III 
Presidents Council, wrote the article 
You Don’t Have to be a Fanatic to Be 
a Fan of DIII Sports, about Division 
III athletics for the summer issue of 






work on a 
digital mapping 
assignment.
Herzberger’s article discussed the 
importance of promoting scholar-
athletes at Division III colleges . 
s  Professor of Religious Studies JOSEPH 
PRICE shared his expertise on the 
intersection between sports and 
religion in a recent New York Times 
feature story . The article focused on 
the NBA’s Oklahoma City Thunder’s 
practice of having prayer before 
games . Price’s article,  “Oh God, Please 
Let My Team Win . Please . Amen,” was 
also included in University of Chicago 
Divinity School’s Martin Marty Center’s 
publication Sightings.
s  Visiting Professor of English TESS 
TAYLOR was a recent guest on 
the KUSP Poetry Show, a show in 
Central California’s local NPR station, 
discussing her most recent book of 
poetry . Taylor also regularly reviews 
poetry for NPR’s All Things Considered.
by the American public is largely out of 
step with public opinion elsewhere in 
the world . In fact, the U .S . may be one 
of the most trade-wary societies . This 
analysis brings academic research to 
life and unites theory and data in a way 
that is sure to be valued by readers .
s  In early 2014, Albert Upton Professor 
of English Language and Literature 
TONY BARNSTONE published a new 
book of poems, Beast in the Apartment. 
The book is divided into five sections 
that include narrative poems and 
traditional sonnets . 
 According to the New York Journal of 
Books, “This collection offers the riches 
of a mature poet’s reflections on life and 
death, which cannot help but enrich 
our own lives as well .” 
 Barnstone also recently published the 
anthology, Poems Dead and Undead, 
which brings to life a staggering 
array of zombies, ghosts, vampires, 
and devils from across the ages . 
The poetic evidence gathered in the 
anthology ranges from ancient Egyptian 
inscriptions and the Mesopotamian epic 
Gilgamesh to the Greek bard Homer, and 
from Shakespeare and Milton and Keats 
to Emily Dickinson and Edgar Allan Poe . 
The collection also includes terrifying 
apparitions from a host of more recent 
poets, from T . S . Eliot and Sylvia Plath to 
Rita Dove and Billy Collins, from Allen 
Ginsberg and H . P . Lovecraft to Mick 
Jagger and Shel Silverstein .
Traders and Raiders examines a vast 
cultural geography, including Southern 
California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, 
Sonora, Baja California, and New 
Mexico, to demonstrate an interior world 
which flourished for centuries—before 
and after Spanish contact—“solidifying 
to create an autonomous, interethnic 
Indigenous space that expanded and 
adapted to an ever-encroaching global 
market economy .”
 Zappia specializes in colonial/
revolutionary North America with 
an emphasis on the early modern 
borderlands of the Atlantic World, 
Pacific Rim, and Native America . He has 
worked with several public history and 
community-based outreach projects 
related to California, food systems, and 
the American West, including efforts 
to promote the revitalization of the 
Los Angeles River . Zappia is author of 
several historical articles and books 
such as: Reclaiming the Soil: Gardens 
and Communities in South Los Angeles, 
and a contributing author of The Many 
Faces of Edward Sherriff Curtis: A 
Collection of Portraits and Stories from 
Native North America.
s  ROGER WHITE’S third book, titled 
Making Sense of Anti-Trade Sentiment: 
International 
Trade and the 
American Worker 
was published in 
September 2014 . 
White’s studied why 
Americans are so suspicious of imports 
amongst our economy of growing 
inequality, lackluster employment 
growth, and an increasingly pervasive 
globalization . According to White, the 
extent of anti-trade sentiment exhibited 





Spoken to Written 
Language with 
ELLs, demonstrates 
how oral language 
scaffolds writing skills and presents 
educators with tools to help English 
Language Learners (ELLs) develop oral 
language before facing the Common 
Core’s increased writing demands .
 Soto-Hinman specializes in language 
acquisition, systemic reform for 
ELLs, secondary literacy and urban 
education . She has worked as a 
consultant with Stanford University’s 
School Redesign Network and WestEd, 
as well as a variety of districts and 
county offices in California, providing 
technical assistance for systemic 
reform for ELLs and Title III . She is 
author of ELL Shadowing as a Catalyst 
for Change and the co-author of 
The Literacy Gaps: Building Bridges 
for ELLs and SELs . Soto is also the 
author of a variety of articles on 
providing appropriate instructional 
access for ELLs and a contributing 
author on Houghton Mifflin’s Reading 
Intervention Program Portals for ELLs .
s  Assistant Professor of History 
NATALE A. ZAPPIA’S new 
book, Traders and Raiders: The 
Indigenous World of The Colorado 
Basin, 1540-1859, was released last 
summer . Zappia’s newest publication 
is an expansive study of the complex 
indigenous world that inhabited 
areas of the American Southwest 
and Northern Mexico . 
ON THE BOOKSHELF
FACULTY SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS TACKLE MANY BEASTS









ES Last summer, soccer fans had a new tool to assist them in determining 
the winner of the 2014 World Cup in 
Brazil . The site, FIFA Foe Fun, developed 
by professors at Davidson College 
and Whittier College Professor of 
Mathematics Mark Kozek, allowed users 
to “weigh differing predicting factors” to 
generate a World Cup winner . 
According to Kozek, a long-time 
soccer fan, “Our goal was not to produce 
one definitive ranking list for people 
to read and agree or disagree with . 
Instead, we wanted a tool that allowed 
the user to create his or her own 
ranking list based on which parameters 
s/he thinks are most important . My 
colleagues and I were most interested in 
the information that arose from studying 
the aggregate of all these individual 
ranking lists .” 
Kozek adds that after receiving 
“several thousand hits” the aggregate 
data seems to reinforce the notion that 
Brazil, Spain, Germany and Argentina 
were the pre-tournament favorites .
PROFESSORS OF MUSIC STEPHEN COOK AND DANILO LOZANO have 
teamed up to record and produce a new CD for Tony-nominated 
Broadway singer and actress Susan Egan. The CD, Susan Egan: Softly 
Broadway, is scheduled for release in 2015. The project fully utilized 
the new Chowdry Digital Music Studio and features an array of 
professional artists from across Southern California.
Cook and Eagan are longtime musical collaborators, and Cook 
serves as her West Coast musical director. Lozano, a two-time 
Grammy Award-winning flautist, is a founding member of the 
Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, and is best known for his work with 
Latin jazz and charanga music.
Additional musical contributors include bassist Rene Camacho, 
pianist Joe Rotondi, and Whittier artist-in-residence and 
saxophonist Edmund Velasco. Well-known producer and recording 
engineer Cesar Mejia also worked on the CD.
BROADWAY COMES TO CHOWDRY STUDIO
PREDICTING THE  
WORLD CUP CHAMPION
MATH PROFESSORS DEVELOP SITE FOR FIFA WORLD CUP FANS
a   IN THE STUDIO. (l-r) Cesar Mejia, engineer; Stephen Cook, pianist; Susan Egan, Barbara Lozano, and 
Danilo Lozano, flautist and percussion. 
WHITTIER COLLEGE PROFESSOR OF SPANISH 
GUSTAVO GEIROLA has been selected to 
receive a $106,808 grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) to 
support a summer seminar in Latin American 
Theater. The grant will fund a four-week 
summer seminar in Buenos Aires directed by 
Geirola for 16 college and university teachers 
to get immersed in contemporary Latin 
American Theater as stage production and 
literature. The seminar is open to full-time 
and adjunct professors who teach on the 
subject as well as graduate students with an 
emphasis in modern languages and theater.
Each year, NEH offers tuition-free 
opportunities for school, college, and 
university educators to study a variety of 
humanities topics. The summer seminar led 
by Geirola and co-directed by Pasadena City 
College Emeritus Professor Lola Proaño is 
one of these. Geirola is Argentinean with 
ample knowledge of the Argentinean theater 
world and Proaño has studied Argentinean 
Theater since 1990 and is currently living 
in Buenos Aires. Through the NEH summer 
seminar, Geirola and Proaño aim to explore 
in detail Latin American theater from the 
1990s to the present.
“We invite scholars to join us in Buenos 
Aires and participate in our seminar; it 
will be a great intellectual, cultural and 
linguistic experience for all of them and for 





Long-time Whittier College psychology professor Chuck Hill was 
named the 2014 Nerhood Award winner . 
Named for Professor Emeritus of History 
Harry W . Nerhood, the award recognizes 
overall excellence in teaching .
During the presentation of the award 
at the Honors Convocation ceremony, 
Dean of Faculty Charlotte Borst read 
from the comments submitted during the 
nomination process . 
“As one faculty member succinctly 
described him, ‘he is truly a remarkable 
and compassionate teacher .’”
Borst added, “One student nominator 
described him as having ‘such a 
passion for teaching his students . The 
enthusiasm he brings to class every day 
is enough to make any student engaged 
in the classroom .’”  
Others lauded Hill’s remarkable 
devotion to good advising “ . . .He initiates 
contact with students who could easily 
become invisible to the rest of us, and 
intervenes in preventive ways that could 
alleviate difficulties at a later date .”  
Hill has taught at Whittier College 
since 1982 . He teaches introductory to 
psychology, social psychology, diverse 
identities, and statistics . 
Hill has studied interpersonal 
relationships for more than 36 years  
and has co-authored a number of 
articles based on the Boston Couples 
Study—a 25-year examination of more 
than 200 couples . He is currently 
conducting an online cross-cultural 
study of intimate relationships in 
collaboration with colleagues around  
the world . He has also conducted 
research on ethnic and other identities 
among two thousand college students 
over a period of 13 years . 
Hill graduated Phi Beta Kappa in 
physics from the Honors College at  
the University of Oregon, and holds an  
M .S . in physics and an M .A . in sociology  
from the University of Washington, and  
a Ph .D . in social psychology from 
Harvard University .
PROFESSOR HONORED FOR 
HIS PASSION FOR TEACHING
PROFESSOR CHUCK HILL RECEIVES 2014 NERHOOD AWARD 



















4 INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE  
& HONORS
s  BASEBALL: Third baseman and 
corner infielder Julian Barzilli ’15 
had a fully decorated season earning 
1st Team All-SCIAC, Jewish Sports 
Review’s First Team All-American, 
American Baseball Coaches 
Association/Rawlings Division 
III All-West Region Player of the 
Year, D3baseball .com’s 1st Team 
All-West Regional Selection and 
1st Team All-American, and NCAA 
Division III statistical champion for 
total home runs and home runs per 
game, among other recognitions . 
Catcher Stephen Zavala ’15 earned 2nd 
Team All-Region from the American 
Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA) 
Rawlings Division III and 2nd Team 
All-SCIAC . Left fielder Ben Cerami ’15 
also earned 2nd Team All-SCIAC 
honors . Outfielder Corey Jensen ’14 
landed a spot on the ABCA 3rd Team 
All-Region along with 1st Team 
All-SCIAC .
s  SOFTBALL: Third Baseman 
Mercedez Cundiff ’15 and catcher 
Samantha Mellano ‘15 both landed 
spots on 1st Team All-SCIAC, while 
teammates Courtney DeLano ’14 and 
outfielder Mickala Gonzales ’14 earned 
2nd Team All-SCIAC .
s  WOMEN’S LACROSSE: Seven players 
were named to the Intercollegiate 
Women’s Lacrosse Coaches Association 
Honor Roll and SCIAC All-Academic 
Team: Shaina Denny ’14, Heidi 
Koeger ’14, Tully Tampakes ’14, 
Haley Kleine ’14, Lily Baxter ’15, 
Nicole Yorba ’14, and Tiffany Reyes ’14 . 
Meesha Robinson ’14, Denny, Baxter, 
and Yorba also landed a spot on 
All-SCIAC Team . Denny and Yorba 
received 1st Team All-SCIAC while 
their teammates, Baxter and Robinson, 
earned 2nd Team All-SCIAC .
s  WOMEN’S GOLF: 
Ayaka Hamano ’15 earned 2nd Team 
All-SCIAC recognition .  
s  MEN’S LACROSSE: Thomas Brook ‘14 
received All-American and Scholar  
All-American honors from the United  
States Intercollegiate Lacrosse Association .
s  TENNIS: David Konstantinov ‘16 
and Chris Schommer ‘14 made 
history this season, becoming the first 
men’s tennis players to earn spots in 
the NCAA Division III Championships . 
Both were named All-Americans in 
singles and doubles . Each player 
added to their success with All-SCIAC 
1st Team and 2nd Team honors 
respectively . Teammate Samuel 
Farmer ’16 also landed himself a 
spot on 2nd Team All-SCIAC . Meagan 
Zamilpa ’16 earned a spot on All-
SCIAC 1st Team .
s  SWIMMING: Scott Robles ’15 
finished 8th in the SCIAC 
Championships . Women’s Swimming 
and Diving Team earned College 
Swimming Coaches Association of 
America (CSCAA) Academic All-
American status . And, Marisa Refe ’16 
broke Whittier College’s One-Meter 
Diving record with a 379 .50, now the 
6th highest score .
s  OUTDOOR TRACK AND FIELD: 
Kevin Curbelo ’14 was named to the 
U .S . Track and Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association (USTFCCCA) All-
Academic Team . Alex Jungsten, ’14 
became the SCIAC Champion in 110m 
Hurdles . The Women’s Track and Field 
Team earned themselves a spot on the 
U .S . Track and Field and Cross Country 
Coaches Association (USTFCCCA) All-
Academic Team . And, Laniesha Ross ’16 
broke Whittier College’s 400m record 

































2014 SPRING SPORTS WRAP
1  Men’s Swimming & Diving (Conference 5-3; SCIAC 4th)  2  Women’s Water Polo (Conference 8-3; SCIAC 3rd)  
3  Women’s Golf (SCIAC 6th)  4   Men’s Golf (SCIAC 8th)  5  Baseball (Season 22-20; Conference 17-11; SCIAC 3rd)   
6  Women’s Lacrosse (Season 6-10; Conference 1-10)  7   Softball (Season 27-16; Conference 16-12; SCIAC 4th)   
8  Women’s Tennis (Season 10-12; Conference 4-7; SCIAC 5th) Men’s Tennis (Season 11-11; Conference 5-5; SCIAC 3rd)  
9   Men’s Lacrosse (Season 8-4; Conference 0-0)  10 Women’s Track & Field (Conference 1-8; SCIAC 7th)   









Four Poet lacrosse alumni participated in the Federation of International 
Lacrosse (FIL) 2014 World Championships 
held in Denver last summer .
Ben Barchey ’09 (New Freedom, PA) 
played attack for the Korean national 
team; Ben Brown ’09 (Englewood, CO) 
stood firm as the goalie for Thailand; 
Seth Mahler ’10 (Waterbury, CT) 
assisted as a midfielder for Israel; and 
Sam Russell ’12 captained team England .
A total of 38 countries competed in 
the FIL World Lacrosse Championships 
held July 10 through July 19 . This is the 
third time the U .S . hosts the tournament, 
which is held every four years . Canada 
took the title by defeating the U .S . in the 
championship match .
ALUMNI COMPETE IN LACROSSE 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
FORMER POETS REPRESENT FOUR FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Whittier College’s strong tradition 
in lacrosse was established by Whittier 
College Hall of Famer and Coach Doug 
Locker ’79 . The only NCAA Division III 
program on the West Coast, Whittier’s 
lacrosse team celebrated its 25th year in 
2013 . The Poet lacrosse team has been 
a national NCAA contender every year 
since 2000 .






A three-year starter for 
the Poets
After Whittier:  Associate 
Vice President, Griffin 
Capital Securities






A three-year starter in the 
goal for the Poets; led team 
to the 2009 NCAA Division 
III Championships with 
18-saves
After Whittier: Team 
Member, Denver Outlaws 
(Major League Lacrosse)






In his sophomore year, he 
played in 10 games, scored 
two goals, added one 
assist, and grabbed eight 
groundballs .
After Whittier: Program 
Director, Israel Lacrosse and 
Team Member, Ashqelon 
Premier Lacrosse Club (Israel) 






Team captain his senior 
year with 39 points 
including 15 goals and 
24 assists; capped off his 
collegiate career being 
named a Scholar All-
American out of 74 student 
athletes across three 
divisions announced by the 
United States Intercollegiate 
Lacrosse Association 
(USILA) .
After Whittier: Founder, 
Lacrosse the Pond and 
Captain, England National Team
f  GLOBAL LAX. The initial World Championships was a four-team invitational tournament 
held in 1967. The 2014 competition welcomed 38 countries. In 2018, the tournament will 
take place in Manchester, England. 
COACHES CORNER




the new softball 
head coach and 
senior woman 
administrator for 
Poet Athletics conducting compliance 
and eligibility duties .
Kingsbury comes to Whittier from 
Cal State Fullerton where she completed 
12 seasons as associate head coach 
for the Titans softball team . Her work 
focused on the development of the 
Fullerton pitching staff and coordinating 
the Titans’ recruiting efforts .
During her tenure at Fullerton, 
Kingsbury helped develop four NFCA 
All-Americans . In addition, five of her 
players earned six NFCA All-West 
Region honors and 13 of her pitchers 
were named to the All-Big West 
Conference squad .
Prior to joining the Titans, Kingsbury 
spent three seasons as an assistant 
coach at the University of Wisconsin 
aiding the Badgers to three Big Ten 
Tournaments and appearances in the 
NCAA Tournament in 2001 and 2002 .
Kingsbury has also produced more 
than 10 pitching videos, assisted writing 
several chapters in the book Softball 
Skills and Drills by Judi Garman, has 
spoken at several coaching and player 
clinics all around the country, and 
continues to reach out to the youth 
through clinics during the year . 
As a player, Kingsbury was a 
member of the 1990 and 1992 UCLA 
national championship-winning squads 
while earning All-Pacific-10 Conference 
honors twice in her career and first-
team All-America honors as a senior . 
Kingsbury graduated from UCLA with a 
B .A . in sociology and received a 
master’s degree in coaching and 
athletic administration from Concordia 
University of Irvine . 
Patricia Bonagura is entering her 
second season as head coach for the 
women’s lacrosse team . During her 
first season, four of Bonagura’s players 
were named to the All-SCIAC 1st and 
2nd Teams . The squad was recognized 
by the Intercollegiate Women’s Lacrosse 
Coaches Association as an All-
Academic team . 
She came to Whittier after 
spending the past three seasons as a 
head coach at Queens College in New 
York . During that time she was also 
the intramural director and purchasing 
director for the athletic department . 
Prior to her 
time at Queens 
College, she was 
the assistant 
women’s 
lacrosse coach at 
Molloy College 
and Long Island University/C .W . Post . 
A Rockville Centre, NY native, 
Bonagura had a stellar four-year playing 
career at Long Island University/C .W . 
Post both in lacrosse and field hockey . 
Her honors include being named C .W . 
Post Women’s Athlete of the Year, 
Attacker of the Year, and member of the 
NCAA Division II National Championship 
Team . She was also inducted into the 
LIU Post Athletic Hall of Fame .
Bonagura has a B .A . in childhood 
education with a concentration in 
psychology from C .W . Post .
Staci Passifume was promoted to 
associate head coach of women’s 
lacrosse . Passifume previously served 
as assistant coach and completed her 
first season with the Poets in 2014 . In 
addition to coaching responsibilities, 
Passifume assisted with recruiting some 
of the nation’s 
top talent to 
come to Whittier .
Passifume 
came to Whittier 
along with head 
coach Bonagura 
last season after being at Queens 
College and coaching goalies at High 
Point University .  Prior to that, Passifume 
was an assistant coach at Comsewogue 
High School and was a summer head 
coach for the Long Island Yellow Jackets .
Passifume had a strong four-year 
career at C .W . Post from 2007-2010 . 
There she was a member of the 2007 
National Championship Team, was 
named to the All-Academic Team, made 
All-Conference from 2008-2010, and 
was a captain her senior year .
A Port Jefferson Station, N .Y . native, 
Passafiume graduated with a B .A . in 
early childhood education with a minor 
in English .








Entering his 30th year with the Poet 
program, cross country head coach 
Greg Phillips has had his share of 
personal bests and in 2012 and 2014 
led the men’s team to impressive 5th 
place finishes at the NCAA Regionals. 
Moreover, his women’s team has 
received top academic honors for the 
last seven years. Reflecting on his 
three decades at Whittier, Phillips 
recently spoke with The Rock about 
his teams’ various accomplishments 
and about the 2015 season.
TR: You started your career at Whittier 
in 1985; how has the sport changed 
since then?
GP: It has definitely changed over those 
30 years . Cross country has really taken 
off, and there are many colleges that offer 
this sport . As a result, the supply-demand 
equation is quite tight, which makes 
it much more competitive compared 
to 1985 . Also, there has been a lot of 
progress at Whittier in terms of reducing 
the responsibilities of coaches, so we can 
focus on recruiting . Recruiting, that has 
changed a lot . It has become much more 
competitive and more time-consuming .
TR: How do you prepare your team 
for each race, and what does your 
training regime look like?
GP: A heck of a lot of hard work . It’s just 
pure hard work of a cardio nature for the 
most part . [Compared to other sports], 
we are not in need of the weight room 
to pump up our muscles, but we are in 
need of cardio respiratory fitness—and 
taking that to an extreme . For example, 
in a demanding training day, many of our 
men run over 20 miles in two workout 
sessions . Our top men will run over 80 
miles per week and our top ladies will 
run close to 70 miles per week, so it’s not 
just going out for a little jog . There’s also 
pace-work, hill-work, and speed-work so 
it’s very intensive training . 
TR: Have you made any changes to 
your training program? 
GP: Our seniors on the men’s team 
have had three years under my training 
program . To give them just a fourth year 
of what we’ve been doing is probably 
not going to help them improve much 
more . So coach James O’Brian has 
come in to tweak the program a little 
bit because you need to change the 
program ever so often to stimulate those 
neuromuscular adaptations and try to find 
another way to make more capillaries, 
make more red-blood cells, and to make 
more mitochondria .  These are the 
physiological things that enable us to run 
faster and farther . coach O’Brien has been 
doing a lot to improve the men’s team .
TR: What have been some of the 
team highlights from your experience 
coaching at Whittier?
GP:  1994 was a special year, when 
our women’s cross country team—in a 
real upset and in surprising fashion—
qualified all the way to the national 
championships . Whittier College really 
made news during that time because we 
were reported to be the smallest school 
to ever qualify at the DIII level . We were 
able to repeat that success again in 2009-
2011 . During those seasons, our program 
was ranked really well nationally .
I remember our 1990 and 2000 
men’s teams were really strong, both 
placing 3rd at the NCAA Regionals . 
And in 2012 and 2014 the team had an 
amazing 5th place finish at the NCAA 
regionals, again just knocking on the door 
of championships . 
We also have had a lot of strong 
individual athletes . I think one of the 
nice things about this sport is in addition 
to working toward team success, as an 
individual you can achieve personal 
bests, improve your performance, and 
RUN, RUNNING TO THE FUTURE
Q&A WITH MEN’S AND WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY COACH GREG PHILLIPS
Women’s team: Finished 12th in the 
21-team west region during the NCAA 
West Regional Meet in Salem, Oregon .
First-year Julissa Tobias finished 3rd 
overall with a time of 22:40 (6k) . Tobias 
went on to compete at the NCAA Division 
III Championships in Mason, Ohio . She 
was one of 38 freshmen to qualify to the 
start-line and placed 8th among her class . 
Men’s Team: Sophomore Ruben Solorza 
finished 6th in the West Regionals and 5th 
among west region runners at the National 
Championships . The men ended the 
season in 4th place in SCIAC standings .
qualify for nationals . We’ve had a lot of 
individuals make it, and every time that 
happens, it is a special occasion for that 
athlete and for me, as well . 
TR: What are some of the challenges 
that cross country runners face?
GP: Runners will at some point, kind  
of hit a sticking point, a plateau . So 
some of our runners are on that rise part 
and that is motivational in and of itself 
because they are improving their times . 
Others are grinding it out right now and 
we are waiting for that next breakthrough 
to come . There is no single training 
program that works best for every runner 
which also adds to the complexity of 
coaching the sport .
TR: In what ways have you seen 
growth for the team, from some of 
your continuing runners or even the 
freshman since they’ve started?
GP: I really consider myself an educator 
more than a coach because they are 
really the same thing or should be the 
same . And that is what the College 
really wants among the coaching staff .  
Watching these athletes grow from 
freshman to senior year as people, in 
terms of character development, and just 
every aspect is very rewarding too . It is 
not just about the sport . 
TR: What are some of the goals and 
prospects of next year’s teams? 
GP: The men have high goals to qualify 
for the national championships . And it 
is certainly a possibility; there is enough 
talent on the men’s team to do that .
All of our women return next season 
so it will be awesome watching this 
group develop into a top-five program . 
— Light Mary Flores ’17
  
POET JULIAN BARZILLI  
DRAFTED BY THE ST. LOUIS 
CARDINALS IN 31ST ROUND
WHITTIER COLLEGE THIRD BASEMAN JULIAN BARZILLI ‘15 was selected by the St. 
Louis Cardinals in the 2014 Major League Baseball First-Year Draft last summer. Barzilli 
was chosen in the in the 31st round and played with the Gulf Coast League—the 
Cardinals rookie team—this past season. 
As a Poet, Barzilli received numerous accolades for his standout performance during 
the 2014 season. Among them, was recognition as Purple and Gold Male Team Sport Athlete 
of the Year and American Baseball Coaches Association’s (ABCA) All-West Region Player of 
the Year. The kinesiology major was also named to the ABCA’s 1st All-West Regional team 
and the 1st All-Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference team. 
A Los Angeles native, Barzilli was the Poets cleanup batter last season and 
produced a .375 batting average from 36 hits, which included six doubles, a triple,  
and a SCIAC-leading 15 homeruns while walking 24 times. 
Barzilli becomes the 7th Poet drafted in the program’s history since 1965 and is  
the highest selection since Tony Woods who was chosen by the Chicago Cubs as the 
17th overall pick as a shortstop in the first round of the 1982 draft.
SPRING 
WRAP-UP. 
The Poet Baseball 
team wraps up 
the 2015 schedule 
in April, taking 
part in three 
conference series 
against Chapman 
(April  3), Caltech 
(April 10), and 
Claremont-M-S 
(April 17) before 
opening up four 






ATHLETICS RENOVATES  
GEORGE ALLEN FITNESS CENTER
POETS SHINE IN CONFERENCE  
AND NCAA CONTESTS  
MEN’S WATER POLO WINS BACK-TO-BACK SCIAC TITLES 
The Whittier College men’s water polo team captured the Southern 
California Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (SCIAC) title for a second 
year in a row . Whittier finished the 
season with an impressive 11-0 SCIAC 
record and 23-12 overall . With the 
win, the Poets also finished the regular 
season No . 1 in the Collegiate Water 
Polo Association Division III polls . 
The top-seeded Poets jumped out to 
an impressive 5-0 lead to secure a solid 
start in the championship match against 
No . 2 Claremont-Mudd-Scripps and 
never looked back en route to the 11-5 
victory for the regular season title .  
Earlier in the season the water polo 
team earned the title of NCAA Division 
III National Champions after defeating 
Johns Hopkins University 11-9 in a fight 
for the championship at the Gary Troyer 
Tournament in Claremont, CA . 
The Poets defeated the top four 
teams from across the country, going 
4-0 with victories over Washington 
& Jefferson, George Washington, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
and Johns Hopkins .
THE WORDS OVER-CROWDED AND STUFFY can no longer be attributed to the Graham Athletics Center’s George 
Allen Fitness Center. The Center, named after the Whittier Hall of Fame coach, received an overhaul last summer 
with new cardio machines and strength building equipment. 
The College’s concept for the new weight room was to make the greatest use of the available training space by 
creating multi-purpose stations that provide athletes the ability to perform multiple exercises at a single station.
In addition, two new “mini” weight rooms located in the Stauffer and Wanberg residence halls will 
provide additional workout space for both athletes and non-athletes. 
Legendary football coach George Allen was at Whittier College from 1951-56. He then served as coach for 
the Los Angeles Rams, Chicago Bears, and Washington Redskins. During his time in the National Football League, 
Allen was named the Coach of the Year four times, had a 70.5 winning percentage, ranks as the second best in the 
league among coaches who coached more than 10 years, and is the only NFL coach of that time span not to have  
a losing season.  
On a weekend full of homecoming festivities and athletic events held 
all over campus, the Whittier College 
Athletic Department and Purple & Gold 
Hall of Fame Committee inducted its 23rd 
Athletics Hall of Fame Class . The 2014 
inductees included two standout student-
athletes, an honorary coach, and one 
of the most successful men’s basketball 
programs in Whittier  
College history . 
Athletic achievements for the Class 
of 2014 include the following:
ROBERT FRITH, CLASS OF 2001
Whittier Baseball’s Most Valuable Player 
in 99-00 and 00-01 and Purple & Gold 
Male Team Sport Athlete of the Year 
in 00-01, Robert Frith, has a Career 
Doubles Record (54) (98-01) which still 
stands . With 11 games, he ranks number 
one in complete games in a career . His 
athletic achievements with the Poets 
also translated into the football field as 
he lettered for Whittier football in 98-99 
and 99-00 . Frith received his bachelor’s 
in physical education and recreation 
in 2001 and his master of arts in 2006 
from Whittier College . 
SERGIO MACIAS, CLASS OF 2001
Macias was a Poet standout in the pool 
since his first year at Whittier . Named 
Men’s Water Polo Rookie of the Year as 
well as Purple & Gold Freshman Athlete 
of the Year in 97-98, he captained the 
Water Polo team from 1998-2000 . Other 
recognitions that Macias amassed while 
at Whittier were: All SCIAC 1st team, 
All Western Water Polo Association 1st 
team, and American Water Polo Coaches 
Division III All American 1st Team . His 
career scoring record of (417) (97-01) still 
stands to this day . A two-sport athlete, 
Macias also excelled in Swimming and 
Diving, lettering in 97-98 and being 
named Men’s Swimming and Diving 
MVP that same year . Macias graduated 
in 2001 from Whittier College with a 
bachelor’s degree in physical education 
and recreation .
HUGH MENDEZ, HONORARY COACH
From 1970 to 1989, Mendez dedicated 
18 years of service to Whittier College 
Athletics . As the head football coach, 
Mendez became the first African-American 
football coach at a four-year California 
college . During his career, he coached 
nine Hall of Famers, three All-American 
football players, and two NFL coaches .
As an assistant coach at Whittier, 
Hugh’s defensive team led the nation 
in rushing yards allowing a mere 34 .3 
yards per game . As head coach, he won 
back-to-back SCIAC titles in 1981 and 1982 .
1976-77 MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM
The 1976-77 Men’s Basketball team 
is one of the finest teams in Whittier’s 
rich history of collegiate basketball .  
Ranked as high as No . 2 in the country 
at one point during the season, the 
team posted impressive victories against 
Point Loma, Cal Poly Pomona, and Cal 
Baptist . The team was selected to play 
in the NAIA (32-Team) Championship at 
Kemper Arena in Kansas City and went 
into the tournament as the 10th ranked 
team in the NAIA . 
Three members of this team currently 
reside in the Whittier College Athletic Hall 
of Fame: Mike Brown ’79, Ralph Dudley ’79, 
and George Hightower ’78 . Brown 
presently stands as the only student-
athlete to have his jersey retired within 
the Whittier College athletic program .
FIELD, COURT, POOL 
2014 PURPLE & GOLD HALL OF FAME CLASS INDUCTED
a   JOINING THE RANKS.   
The 2014 honorees 
join approximately 
180 fellow athletes 
and coaches named 
to the Hall of Fame, 
notable figures 
nominated across  
the College’s more 
than century-old, 
storied sports 
program. The new 
honorees’ credentials 
will live in perpetuity 
in a searchable 
database housed 
in the new Graham 
Athletic Center’s  
































It is not often that we get to play teams from 
the east coast so it was really fun being able to 
represent Whittier College at this event.
—  HEAD COACH JUSTIN PUDWILL, ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGIATE  
WATER POLO COACHES DIVISION III COACH OF THE YEAR (2014/2015)







AT THE BEGINNING OF OUR ACADEMIC YEAR, THE WHITTIER COLLEGE COMMUNITY 
WELCOMED 500 NEW POETS TO CAMPUS: ENTERING FIRST-YEARS AND 
TRANSFER STUDENTS. IN THE TRADITIONAL ADDRESS GIVEN AT THE PRESIDENT’S 
CONVOCATION DURING ORIENTATION, DIRECTOR OF ADMISSION KIERON
MILLER SHARED A FEW DETAILS ABOUT THE NEWEST MEMBERS OF OUR 
WHITTIER FAMILY.
INTRODUCING THE CLASS of 2018
Among this group are students from 24 different 
states and 14 foreign countries…students 
from Hawaii, Oregon, Colorado, Michigan, 
Illinois, Texas, New York, Brazil, Croatia, 








FROM AROUND THE WORLD
NEW POETS
There are six Josephs, 
five Emilys, four Jacobs, 
three Lauras, two Oscars, 
but only one Brady in 
the whole bunch .
This is a very talented and accomplished group . We have a 
published novelist, a student who owns an apparel company, 
a professional aerial dancer, a water polo Junior Olympics 












FOLLOWING ARE FOUR 
PROFILES—A RANDOM SAMPLING 
OF THESE NEW, YOUNG POETS—
THAT DEMONSTRATE THE KIND 
OF DRIVEN, DIVERSE, AND 
ACCOMPLISHED STUDENTS 
FOUND IN ABUNDANCE TODAY 
ON THE WHITTIER CAMPUS. 
WE WELCOME THEIR SPIRIT, 
THEIR ENERGY, AND THEIR 
ENTHUSIASM TO OUR MIDST, 
AND WE ANTICIPATE THE BRIGHT 
FUTURES THEY WILL ENJOY AS 
FELLOW WHITTIER ALUMNI.






At this point, Francesca “Frankie” plans to major 
through the Whittier Scholars Program, to combine film 
studies with communications and graphic design.  
Ultimately she hopes for a career in sports marketing, 
editing highlight videos and creating collateral,  
specifically for the National Hockey League and its 
teams. Currently, she is working an internship with the 
Whittier College Sports Network (WCSN) on campus, an 
opportunity helping her to develop and refine her skill 
set in precisely her area of professional interest.
How did you hear about Whittier College?
My mom grew up in Whittier, so I knew about the school.
What is your favorite place on campus so far?
My favorite place on campus so far would be Stauffer Lounge because 
that is where most of my new friends hang out.
What is your favorite class right now and why?
My favorite class right now is Spanish 1; the teacher is very passionate 
about his subject and I feel like I retain the information very well.  
Have you met any Whittier alumni since the start of school?
I have had the chance to meet a few, most of whom have ties with 
athletics, and they are amazing people. 
Childhood ambition?
I wanted to be some sort of ballerina doctor. I didn’t know how  
I was going to pull that idea off, but I’m sure if I took the idea to  
Dr. O’Connor-Gómez with the Whittier Scholars Program, she would  
help me figure it out.
What are you most looking forward to over your college career?
Bettering myself for the world and gaining the skills to give me a 
competitive edge in the job market to hopefully land my “dream job.” 





Having “searched extensively for the right school,”  
Aidan moved across the country to attend Whittier  
College, drawn by its proximity to Los Angeles and the 
entertainment industry, small class sizes, and opportunity 
to devise his own major through the Whittier Scholars 
Program. With a plan to focus his studies—and eventual 
career—on film and business, he intends to explore a 
breadth of interests, including production, direction, 
marketing, and performance. Continuing to build his 
resume and hone relevant skills while at college, Aidan 
is involved in both Poet Entertainment and the Video 
Production Services club.
What is your favorite class right now?
Asian Anthropology. My professor is very intelligent and down-to-earth. 
She makes class an enjoyable, informative experience and inspires and 
motivates me to get out into the world and just do my thing.
If you intend to study abroad, where are you likely to go?
To Hong Kong to study the film market. I’d also like to go to Iceland.
Have you found any campus activity of particular interest?
The film screenings/discussions series. There have been some really 
gripping documentaries that deal with such difficult, yet important, 
subject matter.
Childhood career ambitions? 
A million different things—a magician, a scientist, an actor, a firebender. 
Career aspirations now? 
To work in the film industry. I’m so glad to be at Whittier College 
because I think it will help me obtain a well-rounded education and 
eventually make me a force of nature in the job market.
What are you most looking forward to over your college career? 
What’s really exciting about college is that it is whatever you make of 
it. I’m a pretty driven person with a  lot of very different interests, and 
I look forward to pursuing these interests through all of the internship 
opportunities and study abroad programs that Whittier College makes 
available to us.
Accepted to Brown, UC Berkeley, Vassar, and Whittier  
College among others, Cristian opted for the  
campus he had “fallen in love with” while planning  
a college fair at his high school during senior year.  
Already entrenched in many student activities and  
leadership roles at Whittier, the trilingual (English,  
Spanish, and French) freshman plans to pursue a double 
major in English (creative writing) and theater, ultimately 
working toward a career as professor—as he puts it,  
“the first step into a lifelong path of education.”
What specifically attracted you to Whittier College? 
The community-based culture and the amazing opportunities for  
student involvement and leadership. These have been key to my 
development as a person, so it made sense to choose a campus where  
I could expand on that. 
What is your favorite class right now? 
All three of my linked courses—(Per)Forming Identity, Self and Society, 
and intro to acting—are some of the best I have ever taken. I love the 
discussions, the professors, and the relationships we’ve built!
Closing out your first semester here, are you involved with 
any extra-curriculars?
Currently, I am on ASWC Senate, part of the student feedback and 
budget committees, as well as a member of several student organizations 
including Emerging Leaders and Who Cares. 
Career aspirations? 
I now realize I want to be the director of the theatre department at a 
university. I know that my passion lies with inspiring those around me 
and in my community. I want to be a professor, much like my own, who 
instills in his students the passion and values of hard work and success. 
What are you most looking forward to over your college career? 
I want to be a voice on campus and a role model for future incoming students. 
Already a seasoned entrepreneur—Briton owns and  
operates High Voltage Industries, a niche apparel  
company. Briton intends to pursue a major in business, 
eventually supporting his family’s retail shop and taking 
a lead role in a future franchise expansion. 
What specifically made you choose Whittier? 
The location is amazing—close to home, but yet still far. The academic 
resources have been a great help. The size of the student body allows 
me to get to know everybody that I meet. Small classes equals more 
individual times with professors. Basically, the atmosphere is just so 
warm and caring. 
What is your favorite class right now and why? 
That is a hard question because I enjoy all of my classes. All of my 
professors are interesting and they give it their all during every  
class session.
Do you plan to study abroad at some point? 
I’d like to do a summer program in Germany. Actually, I hope I can do 
this every summer while here.
College is a time to try new things and experience many 
“firsts.” Are you involved in any extra-curricular activities 
different from your high school days?
I am a member of AOKP, Artorian Order of the Knights of Pendragon. For 
those who don’t know what that is, we are the people wearing the odd 
clothing and carrying weapons made out of duct tape, foam, cardboard, 
and PVC pipe. In high school, I was in charge of the paintball club, 
involved in the State Latin convention, and in charge of the gladiator 
fighting—which is similar to AOKP, but not as fun and interesting.
What are you most looking forward to over your  
college career? 
I look forward to getting an amazing college education surrounded by 




CORONA DEL MAR, CA



















WHITTIER COLLEGE HAS ALWAYS TAKEN advantage of 
having such a unique “backyard,” one that promotes educational 
experiences and cultural exchange . Not surprisingly, Whittier 
professors often choose to carry out projects that have local 
impact, using this backyard as a laboratory for individual research 
and as an extended classroom . 
Whether it be learning about the drought effects on native 
plants, researching public health and environmental issues on 
an international border, examining the educational system for 
English learners, becoming immersed in the history of food 
systems and social justice, or pushing the boundaries between 
mathematics and art, Whittier College faculty find endless ways 
to use their scholarship to make a positive impact in Southern 
California . And, by bringing their pupils into their playground, 
these educators foster in their students the development of 
advanced critical thinking and problem solving skills, teach 
essential research methodologies, and immerse students in the 
practical application of scholarly work .  
In the following pages we share impressive work being 
carried out by Professors Cheryl Swift, Julie Collins-Dogrul, Bill 
Kronholm, Ivannia Soto-Hinman, and Natale Zappia who fully 
embrace Southern California as their laboratory and classroom . 




LOS ANGELES AND THE GREATER SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGION IS AN 
EXCITING PLAYGROUND FOR ARTISTS, SCHOLARS, AND RESEARCHERS. THE 
AREA SPANS FROM THE EDGE OF THE CENTRAL VALLEY TO THE U.S./MEXICO 
BORDER, INCLUDES 10 COUNTIES, A POPULATION OF 24 MILLION—LARGER 
THAN THAT OF MANY STATES IN THE NATION. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FEATURES 
A DISTINCT HISTORY, DIVERSE NEIGHBORHOODS AND ECOSYSTEMS, AND 
THRIVING CULTURAL AND ART COMMUNITIES.











LONG-TERM DROUGHT EFFECTS IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Cheryl Swift
respond but we’re also interested in looking at mortality as a 
result of the ongoing drought in California .
Another project I’m working on is located in the Puente 
Hills and it studies the effects of restoration practices on a 
handful of species, in particular the way they use water . Our 
preliminary results, which have been presented at a couple 
of meetings, suggest that restoration that involves irrigation 
actually places plants under stress . Water stress occurs when 
plants have to use more energy to remove water from the soil . 
For all the species that we examined, those that were exposed 
to irrigation when they were establishing, were under more 
water stress during the dry season in the summers, than the 
control individuals that occurred naturally . 
Then, we did some measurements on individual plants that 
were not watered and those individuals behaved more like the 
control group . 
       WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF 
YOUR RESEARCH?
These restoration projects involving irrigation are mitigation 
for other projects that are destroying coastal sage scrub in 
other parts of Los Angeles County . One of the pieces of an 
approved mitigation project is achieving a certain amount of 
native tree cover within a certain number of years . These are 
mostly mitigation projects for the destruction of gnatcatcher 
       WHAT SPARKED YOU INTEREST IN THIS FIELD?
I first became interested in plants during my first upper 
division botany class . And, in my ecophysiology class I got 
excited about Mediterranean ecosystems because I grew 
up in Southern California . Here, our spring starts in January 
and goes through June . The beauty and diversity that can be 
found in this Mediterranean ecosystem is kind of inspiring; 
the flowers found here are drop to your knees beautiful . As 
an ecophysiologist you are looking at how plants respond 
to stressors . In particular I became interested in riparian 
(streamside) ecosystems because no one was looking at them . 
       CAN YOU DESCRIBE YOUR 
CURRENT RESEARCH?   
I’m involved with a project that has to do with riparian habitats 
in the Tujunga River in the Angeles National Forest . This is 
something I’ve been working on for the last 20 years . These 
streamside communities have water because they’re next 
to a stream, but if you step back and you think about it, the 
attributes that are going to enable plants—specifically trees—to 
grow rapidly and to outcompete other individuals for light are 
the same attributes that place them in great risk during drought . 
We already have this extended summer drought so we’ve been 




Southern California’s ongoing drought is an issue that Professor of Biology Cheryl Swift is 
very familiar with . Two of her research projects—carried out in the Puente Hills and along 
the Tujunga River—focus on the effects of weather phenomena on native trees, and more 
specifi cally how these native plants adapt in areas designated as restoration projects that 
serve as mitigation for habitat destruction . 
“ Our preliminary results, which have 
been presented at a couple of meetings, 
suggest that RESTORATION that involves 
irrigation actually PLACES PLANTS 
UNDER STRESS.
habitat . These areas are watered to get the cover to a point 
where gnatcatchers will use them . But, the long term effect 
of watering may reduce the resilience of this community to 
drought . And, it’s very possible that we’re not just in a one 
year or two year drought, we’re probably in a decadal 
drought cycle . 
If the restored areas that are currently hosting gnatcatchers 
aren’t resilient, the long term outlook of restoration projects for 
gnatcatcher habitat may be problematic . 
HOW DO STUDENTS IN YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES COURSES PARTICIPATE IN 
YOUR RESEARCH?
Students in many of my courses have the opportunity to 
conduct hands-on research related to my work in ecology . 
During one trip to the Tujunga River, students in my integrated 
research methods class were introduced to different ways of 
analyzing a community, including basic surveying . Students 
camped out overnight allowing them to conduct two days of 
research, surveying, data gathering, and sampling along the 
stream . I want my students to understand that we are in a 
global diversity hotspot in Southern California . I want them 
to be able to appreciate how humans impact this system and 
know that we can change how we impact this environment .
Q









co-organized a trip 
to the U.S. Mexico 
border that allowed 
students to observe 


















PUBLIC HEALTH AS AN INTERNATIONAL CONCERN
Julie Collins-Dogrul
of publications about the management of cross-border public 
health problems and am currently conducting research on 
environmental agencies . My plan is to conduct a comparative 
study between the two . U .S . and Mexican public health 
professionals have been cooperating on shared public health 
issues since the 1940s and environmental groups have been 
working together since the 1970s . Cross border cooperation 
around health and environment increased and formalized in 
the 1990s during and after the passage of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) . Though originally NAFTA was 
designed to only promote trade, people on the border seized 
the opportunity to protect the environment and promote 
public health . Bilingual and bicultural professionals are valued 
and do much to advance cooperation because they are more 
likely to understand both U .S . and Mexican political, cultural, 
and organizational systems . Cross border inequality makes 
cooperation difficult . Cooperation is also hampered by rules 
and regulations that impede cross border projects, for example 
government and foundation restrictions on spending money in 
Mexico . To counteract these problems people work to make the 
case that shared problems require shared solutions .
       WHAT MOTIVATED YOU TO PURSUE 
THIS TOPIC? 
I grew up on the U .S ./Mexico border in San Diego County with 
a lot of immigrant Latinos, crossed the border multiple times in 
my childhood, and was really interested in Latino immigration 
in particular from a young age . So I pursued this study as 
an undergraduate, but my first job out of college was health 
related . I worked with the Women’s Health Initiative and later 
a YWCA program that provided mammograms for uninsured 
women of lower income . When I went back for my Ph .D ., 
I wanted to see how I could meld my long term academic 
interest in Latino immigration and my professional experience 
with public health . I found that the border health focus was 
the way to bring those worlds together . 
     TELL US MORE ABOUT YOUR RESEARCH 
ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
ISSUES ON THE U.S./MEXICO BORDER?
As a sociologist, I’m interested in cross border cooperation 
around public health and environmental issues . I have a number 
Q
Public health issues and environmental safety are typically seen as concerns that must be 
addressed by our various government agencies . But in southern California, especially in the 
U .S ./Mexico border region, these topics have taken on a transnational scope . The question 
arises, “How do agencies address health and environmental concerns in an area where 
disease and environmental issues know no boundaries?” 
Professor Collins-Dogrul has spent the last decade studying, through a sociological lens, how public health agencies cooperate 
within the U .S ./Mexico border, and is now doing the same with environmental agencies . 
Q
“ I wanted to see how I could meld my 
long-term academic interest in LATINO 
IMMIGRATION and my professional 
experience in PUBLIC HEALTH. I found 
that the BORDER HEALTH FOCUS was the 
way to bring those worlds together.
Q       HOW HAVE YOU INVOLVED YOUR STUDENTS 
IN THIS RESEARCH?
I use a case study methodology which means collecting 
different types of data including interviews, participant 
observation, congressional transcripts, newspaper coverage, 
and organizational characteristics . Last fall students in my 
“Social Problems: Comparative and Global Perspectives” 
course visited the border to help clean up trash from the 
Tijuana River . They carried tiny notebooks in which they 
wrote event reflections and talked to people in real time 
about why they volunteer . This data was a form of event 
ethnography which gave me a better sense of what the 
event was like for participants . The previous summer 
Whittier College helped me fund two students, one Spanish- 
speaking and one English-speaking, who helped me compile 
a list of organizations that self-identify as border health 
or border environment organizations . The students then 
helped me compile two databases that enabled me to track 
changes over time in the population of organizations . I love 
getting students involved in research and have a couple of 
other non-border projects that have resulted in co-authored 
conference and paper projects . 











BEYOND CONFINES OF MATHEMATICS AND ART
Bill Kronholm
       HAVE YOU BEEN ABLE TO INVOLVE YOUR 
STUDENTS IN THIS WORK? IF SO, HOW?
In fall of 2011, Aaron was the Visiting Artist in Residence at 
Whittier College, thanks to the Los Angeles Integrated Arts 
Project and the Andrew Mellon Foundation . During Aaron’s 
residency, he and I team-taught a CON2 course: INTD 235 
Math/Art: Collaborative Practices . The students in this course 
used the technology that Aaron and I developed as the 
framework for their own interactive immersive art projects . 
The students’ work was presented to the campus at the end 
of the semester . 
       
       HOW DID YOU GET INVOLVED IN THIS TYPE 
OF INTERDISCIPLINARY PROJECT?  
This work grew out of the collaboration Aaron and I have 
been working on for the past few years . Aaron and I 
have been exploring the ways in which mathematics and 
art can collaborate to create new directions in both art 
and mathematics . Together we have developed a system 
which uses custom made RF transceivers to determine the 
topology of a sensor network . Mathematical properties of this 
communication network can then be reinterpreted in any 
number of ways . 
Our first exhibit, the Homology Project, was the result 
of two years of experimentation . This was followed by 
Resonant Refraction, a collaboration with Julie Pate to create 
an interactive, immersive experience in which network 
topology and light are transformed into sound . 
For our current piece, we chose to have the sensor 
network view the visual art created by Julie and combine 
that data with the network topology to create sound that 
reflects her work .
Q
Professor of Mathematics Bill Kronholm’s research interests focuses on the new and growing fi eld 
of Applied Algebraic Topology, a branch of mathematics that uses tools from abstract algebra to 
study topological spaces . In true interdisciplinary fashion, Kronholm has, for the last few years, 
collaborated with Los Angeles-based artist Aaron Bocanegra on an interactive math/art project 
that experiments with a reactive environment in which participants create a musical experience 
controlled by movements through space .
This collaborative work, which takes the form of a small device consisting of a circuit board with two antennas, is not only testing the 
boundaries between mathematics and art, but challenges popular notions of the role of art in mathematics and that of mathematics in art . 
Q
f    THE ART OF MATH. 
Using colorful circuit boards, 
wires, sound, and mathematical 
equations, Professor Bill Kronholm 
is challenging the boundaries 
between art and math. 
“ For our current piece, we chose to have the 
sensor network view the visual art created 
by artist JULIE PLATE and combine that 
date with the network topology to CREATE 
SOUND that refl ects Julie’s work. 











REFORMING THE SYSTEM FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS
be used as a scaffold for writing when teaching ELLs . In each of 
my three books, I have explored different aspects of academic 
language development . In the Literacy Gaps, my co-author and 
I explored the academic language development similarities 
between ELLs and standard English learners (students who speak 
non-standard form of English) . We also looked at ways to close 
achievement gaps between these two groups of students . ELL 
Shadowing as a Catalyst for Change (2012), focuses on how much 
time English learners spend practicing academic oral language 
during the school day in order to create urgency around their 
academic language development needs . Finally, in From Spoken 
to Written Language with ELLs, I explore how a series of academic 
language development strategies can scaffold the writing process 
for ELLs within the rigorous expectations of the Common Core . 
This summer, with generous grant funding from the California 
Community Foundation (CCF), I am launching the Institute for 
Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Teaching (ICLRT) at 
Whittier College . The goal of ICLRT is to provide research-based 
and practitioner-oriented professional development services 
and resources for K-12 systems and teacher education programs 
serving ELLs and SELs .
       WHAT SPARKED YOUR INTEREST 
IN THIS TOPIC? 
The impetus for my research interest has been my mother’s story, 
which represents the stories of many immigrants and ELLs when 
they enter our school system . My mother struggled in school to 
acquire English at a level that allowed her to become proficient 
in an adequate amount of time, when we didn’t know what to 
do with our ELLs . Unfortunately, we continue to have similar 
results with our English learners today, especially when 59% of 
ELLs at the secondary level are categorized as Long-term English 
Learners (ELLs who have been in the same district for six years 
or more without making adequate progress in conversational or 
academic English) . We must systemically rethink how we teach 
language and content, in an integrated fashion, in order to have 
different results .
       HOW HAVE YOU ADDRESSED THE NEEDS 
OF ELL STUDENTS IN YOUR WORK? 
My recent research looks at the connection between spoken and 
written language . Specifically, how academic oral language can 
Q
Associate Professor of Education Ivannia Soto-Hinman has devoted her professional career 
to ensuring that immigrant children receive the same challenging academic experiences and 
meet the same achievement standards as their English-speaking peers . Her work focuses 
on language acquisition, systemic reform for English Language Learners (ELLs) and urban 
education . Soto-Hinman has served as a consultant to Stanford University’s School Redesign 
Network, WestEd, and a variety of school districts in California, providing technical assistance 
for systematic reform with ELLs and Common Core implementation . 
Q
Ivannia Soto-Hinman
       THIS SUBJECT LENDS ITSELF TO BOTH 
SERVICE LEARNING AND COLLABORATIVE 
RESEARCH. HOW DO YOU INVOLVE STUDENTS 
IN YOUR WORK?  
In fall 2013, history professor Nat Zappia and I designed and 
taught a paired course, EDUC 250 Issues in Urban Education 
and HIST 359 Early American Environmental History, which 
incorporated several layers of experiential pedagogy outside 
the walls of the classroom . Throughout the semester, 22 
Whittier College students built and maintained a garden with 
high school students identified as ELLs at nearby La Serna 
High School . The goals of the service-learning garden project 
(sponsored by the Center for Engagement with Communities) 
included providing an alternative classroom for college and 
high school students, while also simultaneously enriching 
their environmental literacy and academic language skills . 
Results from the classroom pre- and post-surveys completed 
by Whittier College students demonstrated a significant 
increase in content understanding for the college cohort, both 
regarding meeting the academic language needs of ELLs and 
environmental literacy . 
Similarly, last fall, students in my EDUC 250 Urban 
Education course engaged in a mentorship program with 
ELL students at Whittier High School . The mentoring 
process included shadowing an ELL (in order to get to 
know their academic needs), leading students through a 
goal setting process called the Road to Reclassification, and 
individualized tutoring sessions focused on reading and 
writing . The culmination of the project was a campus tour 
of Whittier College .
Q
“ The impetus for my research interest 
has been my MOTHER’S STORY, 
which represents the stories of MANY 
IMMIGRANTS and ELLS when they 
enter our school system.











THE INTERSECTION OF FOOD SYSTEM HISTORY 
AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
Natale Zappia
       WHAT SPARKED YOUR INTEREST IN URBAN 
GARDENING? 
As a historian my methodology is to always serve in the 
community, to use history as a tool to empower communities 
that are on the margin, that have been overlooked . As a 
doctoral student, I came across the Master Gardener program 
run by the University of California and decided to join . There 
they teach you how to farm or do urban farming over a course 
of semester and you’re charged with 50 volunteer hours a 
year of teaching low-income communities how to grow food . I 
started thinking of how history can inform the teaching that I 
was doing . How could I bring the history of food and teaching 
gardening together? 
Q
Professor Natale “Nat” Zappia is a scholar trained in early American, environmental, and 
borderlands history . His work aims to better understand patterns of production and consumption 
between regions and communities across North America . Zappia’s research and teaching also 
explores the ways that continental trading networks, food pathways, and ecologies transformed 
North America over the past three centuries . His work on long-term environmental change 
intersects with his interest in modern food systems and community-based movements related 
to urban farming, environmental sustainability, and food justice .
Zappia currently serves on the Board of Directors for Garden School Foundation . At Whittier several of his courses require students to 
engage in food history through urban farming in the College’s Sustainable Urban Farm (SUrF) program, where he serves as co-director .
       HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR MOST 
CURRENT RESEARCH?
Food Frontiers is a new book I’m working on . I’m interested in 
connecting ancient with modern and exploring environmental 
trends that cut across time periods . I’m fascinated with bridging 
colonial periods, colonial food systems, and environmental 
issues with California and the West of today . For example, how 
did people consume water in 16th century California compared 
with today, and what does that say about history? I’m always 
interested in looking back and seeing the cycle . 
Another project I’m working on is called Play the LA River, 
Project 51, which is a collection of artists, professors, and 
historians that got together to redraw the environmental map 
Q
“ This fall, my ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY 
class went into Whittier’s urban garden. 
I taught them basic gardening skills, 
HOW TO SUCCEED on a micro level.
of Los Angeles, to make the Los Angeles River its center . This 
river is 51 miles long and is now mostly concrete and it cuts 
through all different neighborhoods, ethnic communities, rich 
and poor . People are trying to revitalize the areas around it 
and to change the narrative of these communities . I’m really 
interested in those narratives . 
       HOW DO YOU INVOLVE YOUR STUDENTS 
IN YOUR WORK? 
I try to model what I teach . Last fall, my environmental history 
class went into Whittier’s urban garden . I taught them basic 
gardening skills and how to succeed on a micro level . They 
learned how to grow crops native to the area, harvested them, 
and in our last class session, we cooked together, and had a 
meal from the harvest . 
In addition, my students worked on individual case studies 
or eco-histories of different parts of the San Gabriel Valley . For 
example, one of my students did an eco-history of the city of 
Whittier and another one did an environmental history of an 
urban farm at a homeless shelter off the Los Angeles River . So 
there’s a synergy of students doing research and giving back to 
local communities by teaching them what they have learned . At 
the same time, students’ research findings have been presented 
in academic and community settings .
My goal is to help students make the connection 
between history, scholarly research, and the communities 
that they inhabit .
FEAST. s
Professor Nat Zappia 
and his History 359 
class worked the land 
of Whittier College’s 
garden lab last fall. 
After harvesting a 
successful winter crop 
they celebrated with 
a group meal. 
Q
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FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 
POET TALKS: A LIFELONG LEARNING SERIES 
Fellow Poets: At Whittier College, learning is a lifetime process, not 
something that ends at Commencement . 
The Alumni Association, along with various 
partners across campus, is committed to 
providing educational opportunities to our 
alumni and members of the extended Poet 
Family . Whether you’re hoping to advance 
your career, develop new skills, satisfy 
a curiosity, or better understand new 
technology, we can help . 
Poet Talks is a new series that seeks 
to advance lifelong learning at Whittier . 
The series offers free presentations on a 
wide range of subjects and is designed 
to enrich the intellectual life of the 
College and community alike . 
The first session of this year was a 
screening of the Bike Love documentary, 
directed and produced by our own 
Kara Minnehan ’07 . Bike Love is a short 
film about Karan’s bike-riding quest in 
Portland, Oregon . In 2011, Kara gave up 
her car for the purpose of trying out new 
modes of transportation and experiencing 
the city’s bike culture firsthand . 
Fashion, feminism, community-building, 
sustainability, and comedy are brought 
to life within the foundations of the 
film . The group of alumni and students 
also learned a bit about Kara’s process 
and how she was able to promote and 
fund her project through her personal 
network, local community partners, social 
media, and online tools . For photos of this 
event, visit the Whittier College Alumni 
Association Facebook page . 
In early October, a collaboration with 
the Digital Liberal Arts Center brought 
Howard Rheingold to campus as our 
second Poet Talks speaker . Howard 
Rheingold, author of Net Smart: How to 
Thrive Online, and lecturer at Stanford  
and UC Berkeley spoke to students,  
alumni, and members of the community  
on the essential social media literacies  
that everybody needs today . Catch his  
talk on www .whittier .edu/live .
Join us in the spring for more Poet 
Talks—and please send us your input  
on topics that would be of interest!  
The Poet Talks sessions are evening 
events held throughout the year . Visit 
www .whittier .edu/alumni for the 
schedule of upcoming events .
—  Steve Weston ’83 
Alumni Association President
REINTRODUCING THE ORIGINAL GUITAR HERO
IT’S TIME THE WORLD LEARNED ABOUT LONNIE JOHNSON. That’s 
the message behind The Original Guitar Hero and The Power of Music, 
the latest book by Dean Alger ’70. The book, Alger’s sixth, delves 
into the untold story of guitarist and vocalist Lonnie Johnson—an 
influential and pioneering musician whose contributions have often 
been overlooked by historians.
Alger relied on extensive research and first-hand accounts from 
notable jazz and blues luminaries, including the legendary B.B. King, 
to reconstruct Johnson’s story. 
“He made me promise to send it to him when I was done,” says 
Alger. “I have.”
The book has been praised by musicians, music executives, and 
historians for filling a crucial gap in American music literature. 
“Besides the superb review and assessment of Lonnie Johnson’s 
music and life, the perspective on development of artistry on the 
guitar and broader societal impacts make this a profoundly meaningful 
book,” says former Vice President of Columbia/Epic Records Lawrence 
Cohn. “Lonnie Johnson’s importance for 20th century music is 
monumental; this book is long overdue in spelling out why.”
Alger has plans for a documentary on Johnson, a project he 
hopes is picked up by PBS’s American Masters.
The multi-talented Alger is known for his influential writings 
on the convergence of media, elections, democracy, and politics. 
Alger is also a musician with a deep knowledge of American jazz and 
blues. He holds a B.A. in political science from Whittier College and 
a master’s and Ph.D. from the University of California, Riverside.
 
When Team USA walks into the Opening Ceremony for the  
2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, it is 
quite possible that a Poet will be among  
the lauded athletes .
This past summer, former Whittier 
running back Anthony Pomponio ’09 was 
accepted to the Olympic weightlifting 
training center in Colorado, where he 
will train for the next two years in the 
hopes of representing the country at the 
next Summer Games .
Following his graduation from 
Whittier, Pomponio moved to Europe  
to play for the Basil Gladiators, where  
he was voted the league’s MVP of 
offense . Upon returning home, he  
was introduced to Nick Frasca, an 
Olympic lifting coach, and shortly 
thereafter decided to exchange pigskin 
for barbells .
Of course, his ability to bench-press 
450 lbs . at the time made the transition 
a rather natural one .
Once under Frasca’s watchful eye, 
Pomponio began his training in earnest, 
improving his stats, finishing first place 
at the 2011 American Record Breakers 
event at the LA Fit Expo, and named 
Athlete of the Year at the 2012 California 
State Games . Surprising to none, he 
soon caught the attention of Team USA . 
Now, at the Colorado training center, 
Pomponio is determined to go to the 
Olympics as a 85kg weightlifter .
“It’s amazing, there’s not another kid 
from Southern California that’s [at the 
Colorado center], so it’s an elite group,” 
said Frasca . “Anthony has explosive 
power and he’s a speedster–things 
which make a good Olympic competitor . 
This is his time .”
For Pomponio, though, the road to 
Rio is just part of a trajectory he intends 
to pursue: “[I want to] make some world 
teams, and along the way hopefully 
break some American records—that 
would be awesome .”
WEIGHT OF THE WORLD
POMPONIO ‘09 LIFTS THOUGHTS TO 2016 OLYMPICS 
POLITICAL 
MOVE
f   ROAD TO RIO.  
Anthony Pomponio ’09 
took the gold in his 
weight class at the 
American Open in 
December. Follow  
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JOINING THE CITY OF LONG BEACH 
MAYORAL STAFF, Mark Taylor ‘89 is  
the new chief-of-staff for mayor 
Robert Garcia. The appointment moved 
Taylor from a seven-year stint with 
Long Beach Community College, where 
he had served as director of college 
advancement, public affairs, and 
governmental relations.
Announcing the appointment, 
Garcia lauded Taylor for his 
demonstrated commitment to the 
city, and expressed confidence in his 
ability to “move initiatives forward 
on economic development, education, 
open government, and creating a safer 
and more livable city.”
LBCC Superintendent-President 
Eloy Ortiz Oakley added that 
Taylor had “served the school with 
distinction,” leading efforts to “pass 
key legislation” and develop critical 
programs in support of its mission. 
For his part, Taylor said, “I’m 
honored to have been asked to serve 
our city by Mayor Garcia. I look 
forward to working with the talented 
men and women who work for the 
city, the leaders of our education 
institutions and business community 
and with our community partners to 
help Mayor Garcia improve our city and 
to implement his agenda.”
Taylor earned a bachelor’s degree 
in history and economics from Whittier 
College and earned a master’s in 
history from Brandeis University.











Finding a harpsichord to play in China proved to be the most difficult 
aspect of Whittier College alumnus 
Raymond Erickson’s ’63 May trip to 
China . Nonetheless, the instrument 
surfaced, and Erickson performed the first 
harpsichord recitals ever held in major 
concert halls in Beijing and in Wuhan .
“The harpsichord is not well known 
in China and there are relatively few 
scattered around,” said Erickson . “In the 
end, they had to borrow the instrument, 
one delivered from Germany six years 
ago, but never used until I played it . It 
certainly was the first opportunity to see 
and hear the instrument .”
The audience proved to be much 
more ubiquitous . Erickson’s performance 
in Wuhan, the most populous city in 
Central China, was so well-attended 
that it sparked an article in the local 
newspaper with a picture and headline 
that read: After Four Years, Early Music 
Has Finally Found Its Audience .
The first and only American to ever 
perform at the Wuhan concert series 
on Early Music, Erickson hopes to build 
connections for American musicians in  
the future .  
“One of my goals now, especially as 
a board member of Early Music America, 
is to help open the door to China to  
other American musicians in this field,” 
said Erickson .
After the recitals, Erickson 
concluded his tour by teaching master 
classes at two Beijing conservatories on 
“Bach and the Dance,” and at the Beijing 
Central Conservatory, which is regarded 
as the Juilliard of China .
With China behind him,  
Erickson’s next stop was Japan,  
where he conducted a week-long 
workshop “Rethinking Bach” at Tokai 
University .
After graduating from Whittier 
College with a music degree, Erickson 
earned a Ph .D . in history of music from 
Yale, where he studied under world-
class harpsichordist, Ralph Kirkpatrick . 
Erickson was the founding Director of 
the Aaron Copland School of Music at 
Queens College of the City University of 
New York, as well as the College’s Dean 
of Arts and Humanities before retiring 
in 2008 . In addition to China and 
Japan, he has performed in the United 
States, Italy, Germany, and Austria . He 
returns to Whittier College each year to 
participate in the Annual Bach Festival . 
FESTIVAL. s
Visit www.YouTube.com/
WhittierCollege to see 
highlights from the  
78th Annual Whittier 
College Bach Festival. 
READ THIS
BOOK ENTHUSIAST GOES 
MOBILE IN UNEXPECTED WAY
Profiled in the Los Angeles Times, Dawn Finley ’00 is changing  
the way Angelenos are exposed to 
feminist literature .
Currently the co-owner/operator of 
FLOW (Feminist Library on Wheels), Finley 
and her partner have created a niche 
mobile library with a twist: it’s housed on 
three wheels and powered by pedals .
The tricycle, or “bookcycle,” is 
painted a bright yellow and features a 
triple stacked bookshelf under a delicate, 
shading parasol—an unusual sight on 
the streets of Los Angeles, to be sure . 
Much like a bricks-and-mortar library, 
the available selections, all donated by 
friends and supporters, offer a range of 
publications for the discerning borrower: 
from erudite textbooks to engaging novel 
to some that, as the article notes, “may 
not even seem like overtly feminist texts 
at first glance .” 
Nonetheless, FLOW is receiving good 
word-of-mouth thus far, and Finley and 
her partner are hard at work on 
development of a consistent route, 
creating public events to promote their 
enterprise as well as refining their 
borrowing, return, and library membership 
systems . Having successfully achieved seed 
funding through crowd-sourcing, and 
having more than 100 library members,  
the duo hopes to grow both their initiative 
and local comprehension of what 
“feminism” is all about .
As Finely describes it, FLOW is 
“redefining what it means to be a card-
carrying feminist . It doesn’t tell you what 
feminism is—it gives you a tool to figure 
that out for yourself .”
EACH CALENDAR YEAR, THE POET TRAVELS PROGRAM offers 
alumni opportunities for group travel to destinations around  
the globe. Trips are coordinated through AHI Travel, one of  
the premiere companies specializing in college alumni trips.  
In addition to country transportation, lodging, and some  
meals, these trips provide abundant educational opportunities  
in the form of hands-on experiences, insider tours led by local, 
expert guides, and customized lectures and discussions. 
HOLLAND & BELGIUM: CRUISE THE MAGNIFICENT 
WATERWAYS & CANALS MAY 1-9, 2015 
Tulips and painted pottery, tatted lace and diamonds—these 
iconic treasures are found in the pastoral countries on the 
North Sea coast. And, there is no better way to experience 
the beauty, history and culture of Holland and Belgium than 
by cruising their legendary waterways. Travel into the heart of 
one of Europe’s most colorful and fascinating regions with a 
unique educational program that creatively combines learning, 
recreation, relaxation and fellowship aboard the elite and 
modern MS Amadeus Silver. Explore 700-year-old Amsterdam, 
a beguiling city of canals and museums. Witness nature in a 
Technicolor palette at Keukenhof Gardens. Step into The Hague 
and feel vibrations of political history. Glimpse the scenes 
Vermeer immortalized in the picture-perfect vistas of Delft. See 
the renowned Zeeland coast. In Belgium, admire the unrivaled 
charm of the important port city of Antwerp and the amazing 
architecture and art of Bruges. Enrich your life with this special 
travel program, an educational adventure you will never forget!
Space is limited, and this trip is sure to fill up quickly, so 
make your reservations today!
For more information please contact the OFFICE OF ALUMNI 






a   SUMMER BASH. In August, Whittier College hosted the inaugural G.O.L.D. (Graduates of the 
Last Decade) Summer Bash in Uptown Whittier. Nearly 30 alumni attended and enjoyed wine 
and tapas provided by Phlight (co-owned by Nikomi (Garcia) Arroyo ’97 and Jay Arroyo ’97). 
Not only was the Summer Bash a fun mixer for graduates, but it also supported a great cause: 
student scholarships. A portion of each ticket purchased went towards the Whittier Fund, which 
is one of the most important sources of funding for students. Visit www.whittier.edu/GOLDPoets 
for details on the next G.O.L.D. event. 
OPENING MUSICAL DOORS TO CHINA 
ALUMNUS MAKES HISTORY WITH THE HARPSICHORD










Back when college was barely a whisper in the minds of her fellow 
middle-school classmates, Sophia 
Zamorano ’14 was hanging out with her 
older sisters in the Turner Hall dorms, 
tagging along to their college classes,  
and strolling the grounds of Whittier 
College like it was her second home .
Fast forward eight years, Sophia is 
crossing the commencement stage at 
Memorial Stadium and the Zamorano 
family adds a third daughter to their 
growing Poet family .   
“I was very proud to see how 
seriously [Sophia] took her Whittier 
College education,” says big sister  
Crystal Zamorano ’06 . “I just feel so  
proud altogether knowing that both 
my sisters and I are Whittier College 
graduates; it’s something that we share 
that not many other sisters do . I’m even 
prouder knowing how proud we’ve  
made our parents .”
Though the Zamorano family was 
very involved on the Whittier campus 
during the six years that the eldest 
daughters, April and Crystal, attended, 
Sophia was hesitant to apply to Whittier . 
A bit of a rebel, Sophia sought to tread 
her own path and decided to attend Rio 
Hondo Community College . 
When the time came to transfer, 
however, Sophia could think of only one 
place to apply: Whittier College .
“I couldn’t see myself anywhere else,” 
recollects Sophia . “It has been the best 
decision I have ever made . Whittier feels 
like a second home for me .”
But it wasn’t just a family connection 
that brought Sophia to Whittier . In middle 
school, Sophia met Martin Ortiz ’48, who 
lent his name and legacy to the Ortiz 
Programs . Ortiz took the Zamorano family 
under his wings, encouraging the sisters 
to become the first in their family to 
attend college . For Sophia, Ortiz’s faith in 
her inspired her desire to pursue a higher 
education .
“Martin once asked me what I 
wanted to be when I was older,” she 
said . “When I told him a veterinarian, he 
told me that he had a friend that was a 
veterinarian and that he would set up 
an internship for me; I was twelve at 
the time . Martin believed in me before I 
believed in myself .”
Sophia’s other mentors include 
psychology professor Chuck Hill, Luz 
Maria Galbreath, director of the Ortiz 
Programs and Cultural Center, and of 
course, her sisters . 
Her eldest sister, April ’04, was 
involved in the Thalian Society and 
majored in child development; while 
Crystal majored in psychology . Only two 
years apart, both sisters were consecutive 
presidents of the Hispanic Student 
Association and played on the Whittier 
softball and volleyball teams .
“Though we did not get to share the 
college experience with her, as graduates 
of Whittier, we were able to offer Sophia 
advice in many different areas like 
pledging, choosing a major, and helping 
with her senior paper,” Crystal explains .
Armed with her sisters’ advice, 
Sophia pledged for the Metaphonian 
Society, worked at the Cultural Center, 
participated in various Ortiz Program 
events and majored in psychology . 
Now, for all three sisters, it’s about 
giving back to the College . Inspired by 
their mentor’s example of giving back 
to the community, April and Crystal are 
active in Alianza de Los Amigos, the 
Latino alumni organization founded by 
Ortiz . Sophia hopes to join them soon . 
After Whittier, Sophia plans to build 
on the skills and talents she has gained  
at Whittier and pursue a career in the 
health field, possibly as a pharmaceutical 
sales representative .
As for her sisters, April currently 
owns her own business, exporting cars to 
China and Japan . Crystal has worked in 
clinical business operations for Allergan 
Pharmaceuticals for the last seven years, 
and credits her experience at Whittier for 
her success .
ANOTHER POETA IN THE FAMILY
THREE SISTERS ARE STARTING A WHITTIER LEGACY
LEGACY a
Sisters April, Sophia 
and Crystal Zamorano 
pose together 








Christopher Tarver ’08 and Melissa Vega ’08, June 7, 
2014. WRobin (Hickin) Conradi ’94 and Dave Conradi 
May 26, 2013. 
BIRTHS & ADOPTIONS
To Arda Ekhsigian ’91 and Dr. Raffi Najarian a son,  
Shant, January 20, 2011. WRobin (Hickin) Conradi ’94 
and Dave Conradi, twins, Christopher and Maggie,  
August 27, 2014. WKrista Bishop Powers ’00 and  
Larry Powers, a son, Larson, February 10, 2015.
CLASS NOTES
CLASS AGENT NEEDED’35 Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED
Ruth (Fukushima) Takahashi celebrated her 96th 
birthday and is “very appreciative of Whittier College’s 
awareness” of her. 
’41 Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED
Grace (Mills) Koopmans celebrated her 95th birthday 
by taking her three children and their spouses on a 
31-day cruise to South America, adding to her list of  
the 92 countries she has visited.  She says, “Life is  
a book and if you don’t travel, you have only read the 
first page.” 
’49 Class Agent
Mrs. Vivian (Fallis) Chapman
8334 Calmosa Avenue 
Whittier, CA 90602 
Richard and Mary Mastain, residents of Ashland, 
Oregon, celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary on 
August 29. Their four children and their families held a 
celebration for them in Portland. 
’51 Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED
Carolyn (Tournat) Beauchamp’s new book, The  
House on the Nickel, was released in 2014. The book, 
written for mid-grade students, began in a children’s  
literature class taught by former Whittier College 
Professor Mabel Rice.
 
 ’53 Class Agent
Mrs. Florence V. Morrison
P.O. Box 130
Jamul, CA 91935-0130
Retired first grade teacher Leone (Knickerbocker) 
Brockman and husband Leonard have a growing  
family, five kids, 19 grandchildren, six great grand-
children. The two enjoy “Taco Monday” every Monday 
night. WShirley (O’Conner) Byrne is still teaching 
and performing piano. She and her husband John enjoy 
time with their four children and four grandchildren 
in three distant states. They are avid birders, go to 
lots of concerts, and enjoy their book club. John is 
an artist and paints lots of birds.WH. Robert Case 
passed away on July 17. Case, a retired photographer 
who served as chief of Boston University photo services 
for 15 years, had recently published a photo tour of 
Colorado gold & silver mining towns, The Lure of Gold. 
WBeverly (Edwards) Deshler and David Deshler ‘52 
celebrated their 62nd wedding anniversary this year. 
They enjoy sailing in the San Juan Islands, and as far 
as Desolation Sound in Canada and also in the South 
Sound to Olympia and the state parks. They enjoy eight 
grandchildren. WHoward Lucy lives in Albany, Oregon 
with his wife Jean and spends most of his time on the 
golf course. WGeorgiana (Bissel) McLeod is living in 
a five-star retirement community, Vivante, with her two 
cats. She is the president of the residents associations 
and ambassadors and works two days a week at Hoag 
Hospital. “Love it.” WM. Joseph Nichols has been 
traveling a lot—three visits to San Francisco, Spain  
and Portugal in April, July in Milwaukee and Cleveland.
He is active in Veteran’s for Peace. WDarlene (Saper) 
Patrick and husband Ray celebrated their 58th 
anniversary and welcomed great granddaughter Amelia 
Elizabeth. “What a joy!” WCarol C. Smith is feeling 
good and keeping active with her water aerobics class 
five days a week. She volunteers at Saddleback Hospital 
every Monday. WNorma G. Soper’s husband E.W. Soper 
passed away in September. She writes, “I’m still going 
strong as you see.” WArt Turner works as a costumed 
tour guide in historic U.S. Naval Academy (Annapolis) 
and is a lighthouse keeper in Chesapeake Bay. WSunya 
L. Felburg loves spending time with her three great  
grandchildren. She and her daughter recently returned 
from a week-long cruise to the Caribbean.
’54 Class Agents
Mrs. Marjorie (Conley) Aikens
368 West El Portal
Palm Springs, CA  92264-2603
Rev. Dwight A. Hoelscher
777 Plymouth Rd.
Claremont, CA  91711-4249
Jeanne (Heikkinen) Barnett volunteers at hospice and 
at the Registrar of Voters’ Office.WPhyllis (Kauffman) 
Bettelheim missed the 60th reunion because she was 
flying home from a visit to Instanbul.WRecent vaca-
tions for Ruth Ann (Roewekamp) Hudson included 
a visit to Vancouver and a stay in a cottage on a pier 
in Pacific Beach.WBill Kleese is still on the board of 
the Historic Glass Museum in Redlands and is a docent 
at the Maloof Foundation in Rancho Cucamonga.WRay 
McMullen and wife Nancy recently celebrated their  
61st wedding anniversary with their children and  
grandchildren. Professionally, he is in charge of the 
Academy for the Preparation of School Personnel 
Administrators for the Association of California School 
Administrators and he is an active board member of a 
non-profit that runs a comprehensive high school and 
middle school summer program.WKay (Davis) Polk 
recently spent two weeks in Bali and also traveled to 
Singapore and Thailand. In the spring she plans to 
visit Israel and Jordan. WRichard Thorman has spent 
the better part of the last forty years working as a 
consultant on public, residential, and resort golf related 
assignments. He has four children, five grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren and now lives in Tennessee.
WLynn (Hardy) Wallace reports that she has worked 
in various missions with children and women. She is 
presently seeking a publisher for her second book.
’56 Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED
Bob Blechen, and wife Joan, recently returned from  
a cruise to the Eastern and Western Mediterranean.  
“So much history and beautiful art to absorb!” He is 
spending his retirement coaching high school sports. 
They are both active with Grace Presbyterian Church. 
Joan is a deacon.
 












husband love traveling on small river cruises. WKen 
Gerard is a retired Navy JAG and an attorney in San 
Diego. He helps at the La Mesa Prison in Tijuana with 
American inmates. WLela (Martin) Jeffrey is enjoying 
life with grandchildren. WRetired business owner Alan 
Longacre enjoys travel and golf with his wife of 50 
years, Cheryl.WFrank Olson does week-long bicycle 
rides, is learning to paint with acrylics, reads, and tries 
to keep up with his grandchildren. WJanet Roberts is 
still practicing dermatology after 35 years in Portland 
OR, enjoying foreign travel, gardening (thanks to botany 
at Whittier College) and her five grandkids and two 
children. WLynn (Hutchinson) Rosen-Giordano is  
the western editor of the website and guidebook 
SkiSnowboard.com and is a theater critic and travel 
writer. She is one of seven owner/contributors to 
highonadventure.com and a contributor to RV Life, 
ConsumerTraveler.com, and Cascadia Weekly. WLarry 
Sawyer is a retired Superior Court judge and now an 
arbitrator. He and wife Barbara enjoy travel and 
spending time with their family at their cabin on Lake 
Armador.WDon Tanny enjoys world travel, golf, family, 
and duplicate bridge. He is an “experience junkie and 
the funnster. “WJack Wilcox enjoys volunteer work at 
the Denver Public Library, classes at the University of 
Colorado and travel. WSusan (Perry) Elliott, Marcia 
(Keifer) Franzen, and Dori (Wells) Rodi-Shryock, 
get together for a “roomies week-end “ annually to 
remember Whittier days and toast their former 
roommates Sunny Pinello and Linda Wignall. 
’65 Class Agent
Ms. Ronna L. (Ellingson) Clymens
4133 W. Wilson St., #73
Banning, CA 92220
Ronna (Ellingson) Clymens was recently elected 
President of the Grand Lodge, The Daughters of Norway in 
Banning, CA. As a 23 year veteran of the Sons of Norway, 
Clymens continues to spread her Norwegian cultural  
heritage to other sister community lodges nationwide. 
She and her partner Sharon recently spent three 




Alex Gasporra and wife Judy celebrated their 52nd 





Jim Ammerman is a semi-retired news junkie and world 
traveler.WHelen (Cosand) Boltan plays violin in the 
Large Moorhead Symphony. She enjoys living in the 
midwest but escapes to Florida every January. WJohn 
Crow keeps busy developing new enterprise and raising 
two young daughters with wife Claudette.WKathy 
(Kingsbury) Dobrzycki volunteers at the Children’s 
Museum in La Habra, enjoys lots of travel and is 
involved in the activities of her family. WSusan (Perry) 
Elliott and husband Craig Elliott ’66 spend their 
summers in Idaho and winters in Concord, CA.WKatie 
(Curtis) Fisken loves working in a CPA firm running the 
business consulting division and traveling. She will be 
competing in the National Senior Olympics in July. 
WRetired attorney Bill Francis plays tennis four or five 
times a week and travels with his wife Sally.WRetired 
teacher Marcia (Keifer) Franzen and husband David 
Franzen ‘62 love to travel and play with their 
grandchildren. She is a docent at the Nixon Presidential 
Library. WMartha (Eisler) Galloway is a docent at 
Fourth Ward School in Virginia City, NV. She and her 
’59 Class Agent
Mrs. Ann L. (Larson) Peter
540 Mar Vista Drive
Solana Beach, CA  92075-1330
Ben Bryant has recently published the first two books 
of his three-volume memoir, My Journey. The first book 
deals with his adventures as a student at Hollywood 
High and Whittier College, and then as an actor on TV 
and theater. Book two chronicles his 20-year career as 
a producer and assistant director on over 1,000 TV  
commercials and movies. 
’60 Class Agent
Miss Daunn Lovejoy
810 West Glenwood Terrace
Fullerton, CA  92832-1022
After nearly 10 years abroad in “The Land of Smiles”, 
Bill Kelley is leaving Thailand and plans to reside in 
San Diego, CA. 
’62 Class Agent
Mrs. Janice M. (Letts) Gordon
33765 Calle Conejo
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675-5016
The second edition of Christopher Cross’s bestselling 
book, Political Education: Setting the Course for State and 
Federal Policy, was released earlier this year by Teachers 
College Press. The book provides a comprehensive 
analysis of federal education policy. Cross is the 
chairman of Cross & Joftus, LLC.WBarbara Muirhead 
volunteers as a certified long term care ombudsman  
for the Counsel on Aging in Orange County, CA.  
’66 Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED
During Janie Jones’ thirty-four years working at Santa 
Monica College, she has directed 42 productions on 
the main stage and 27 workshops. Most recently, she 
directed the award winning play, You Can’t Take It 
With You. WBarbara S. Riding volunteers in many 
organizations in Vancouver. She enjoys traveling to the 




Simi Valley, CA 93065
Paul F. Edinger (left) writes, “I thought that you might 
enjoy seeing this photo of another famous “rock”... in 
this case the Rock of Gibraltar on the Strait of Gibraltar, 
Europe. Dr. Edinger is Professor Emeritus of Geology at 
Cooker College in Huntsville, SC. WAmy (Sakamoto) 
Tsubokawa is serving as president of the Long Beach 
Japanese Cultural Center. There are 21 participating 
organizations that belong to this center. 
’68 Class Agents
Mrs. Penny S. (Carns) Fraumeni
2314 Los Bentos Drive
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745-4618
Mrs. Barbara L. (Brucher) Sentell
307 16th Street
Seal Beach, CA 90740-6516
Dave Peterson was elected to another term as Kitsap 
County Clerk in the state of Washington. Peterson has 
served as County Clerk for 13 years. 
’70 Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED
Musician and Author Dean Alger wrote about Blues, 
Jazz & other popular music in his latest book The 
Original Guitar Hero and the Power of Music: The 
Legendary Lonnie Johnson, Music and Civil Rights. 
’74 Class Agent
Mr. Joe M. Ulrey
12233 Scarlet Way
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91739
Katherine Rambo published her first book this year 
titled The World Came To Tucson: A Personal Journey 
Through the Greatest Gem and Mineral Show on Earth. 
WPaul W. Ferguson ‘74, (below) began his tenure 
as the 15th president of Indiana’s Ball State University 
in August. According to Ball’s board chair Rick Hall, 
Ferguson is the person to take Ball State to the “next 
level.” Ferguson previously served as the president of 
the University of Maine, the state’s flagship campus 
in Orono. Prior to that, Ferguson served for five years 
as provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs at 
Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville. He has also 
held positions at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
and the University of Louisiana at Monroe. In addi-
tion, he spent six years working as a research biologist 
and toxicologist in the corporate sector in California. 
Ferguson holds a bachelor’s degree in biology from 
Whittier College and a Ph.D. in pharmacology and  
toxicology from the University of California, Davis. 
’76 Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED
Linda “Ruby Rubenstein” Lukas is running a school 
office at a great charter school in Mountain View, CA. 
During long weekends and vacations she loves visiting 




Stanton, CA  90680-2927
After a career in the insurance industry, Michael T. 
Rizzo earned his master of science in education from the 
University of New Haven (Connecticut) in January 2014. 
He has fulfilled his dream and now teaches 4th grade at 
Highland Park Elementary School in Manchester, CT. 
’81 Class Agent
Mr. Ralph M. Dayton
PO Box 153
Laurel, MT  59044-0153
Debbie (Fox) Eytcheson celebrated 30 years of mar-
riage this past August. She has been teaching in the 





Law Award Alumna and Whittier College Trustee 
Jennifer Fuller ’82 has been recognized as “Best in Tax 
Dispute Resolution” by Euromoneymagazine at its 2014 
Americas Women in Business Law Awards, which recog-
nizes the best women attorneys in North America. Fuller, 
a partner with Fenwick & West LLP, regularly advises 
on major corporate and international transactions and 
planning matters. She is also substantially involved in 
representing the firm’s clients in dispute resolution and 
federal tax litigation. W Retired kindergarten teacher 
Marina Muñoz is now the office manager for the 
Northwest Orange County Republican headquarters and 
the county trainer for the Election Integrity Project’s 
Team Orange County. She says, “Get involved in your 
community and you can make a difference.” 
’84 Class Agent
Mr. Len W. McLaughlin
25985 Terra Bella Avenue
Laguna Hills, CA 92653-5635
Kenneth “KC” Jones ’84, WLS ’87 (above)
A recent photo of me in Pompeii. Fear the Poet!  
WFor five years, Mark A. Peter was an instructor at 
Northwest University in the Peoples’ Republic of China. 
This past year he has been on home assignment from 
his organization as the public security bureau. He lives 
in Columbia, SC and is an adjunct professor at the 
University of South Carolina. He spent the holidays 
with his family and fellow Poets Ann ’59 and Jim ’58 
Peter, Laurie (Peter) ’85 and Dean Bubion ’82. 
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our program and the young women under his tutelage,” 
said Michigan Athletic Director Dave Brandon in a 
statement. Leonardi was previously the head coach for 
California State University, Northridge (CSUN). During 
his five year tenure, his team was nationally ranked, 
with a program high this year at No. 7. During his final 
season leading the team, the CSUN Matadors finished 
second in the Big West. In addition to his collegiate 
coaching success, Leonardi has national and interna-
tional coaching experience with USA Water Polo (2009 
to current). He is currently the women’s national youth 
team coach, which will be competing this summer at the 
Youth World Championships in Madrid, Spain. He also 
serves as the national technical director for the women’s 
Olympic Development Program (ODP) associated with 
the organization since 2013. 
’00 Class Agent
Ms. Mala M. Williams
11703 Norino Dr. 
Whittier, CA 90601
Krista Bishop Powers and her husband Larry welcomed 
their first child, Larson, in early February 2015. They  
reside in San Diego where she is vice president of 
marketing at a holdings company. W David Crawford 
Bush ’00 (below) was included in Pittsburgh Magazine’s 
“40 Under 40” list of notable Pittsburgh residents who 
are ensuring that the city “is deserving of its Most 
Livable City title.” Bush, an Assistant Vice President and 
Relationship Manager at PNC Bank, serves on the board 
of trustees for the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, the board 
of directors for Chatham Baroque and the leadership 
’93 Class Agent
Mrs. Allison L. Clarke
4195 Rosepark Drive
West Linn, OR  97068-2948
Orthogonian Greg Kemp was recently appointed 
Assistant Principal at Yorba Linda High School in  
Yorba Linda, CA. 
’94 Class Agent
Ms. Robin (Hickin) Conradi
13525 Evergreen St. 
Westminster, CA  92683
Ladybbls@aol.com
Bernard Veljacic ’94 (left) has retained his seat as 
Superior Court Judge for Clark County in Washington 
State. Initially appointed in May, Veljacic sought 
election in November to complete the last two years 
of his predecessor’s four-year term. “Bernard’s diverse 
experiences and strong leadership qualities will help 
bring unique perspectives to the Clark County Superior 
Court,” said Governor Jay Inslee in a media statement. 
“He combines public service with deep compassion, 
and I know he’ll serve the people of Clark County well.” 
Inslee cited Veljacic’s experience working as both a 
criminal prosecutor and a civil attorney as among the 
reasons for his decision to appoint him to the bench.
The Governor commended Veljacic for his service to the 
community as co-founder and former director of the 
Union Gospel Mission Legal Services Clinic (now Open 
Door Legal Services) in Seattle and as a current member 
of the state’s clemency and parole board. Veljacic has 
also served on the Clark County Diversity Advisory 
Committee and been a member of the Washington State 
Bar Association’s Character and Fitness Board. He joined 
the Clark County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office in 2001. 
’95 Class Agent
Mrs. Christine (Volden) Pereira
1845 Grant Avenue
San Francisco, CA  94133
Former ASWC President Ja Marr Brown recently 
published his second book titled, You’re Ugly, an anti-
bullying children’s book for both parents and children. 
He is also a keynote speaker and business coach and  
will soon be launching his own TV talk show. 
’98 Class Agent
Mr. Keristofer D. Seryani
521 Meandering Lane
Turlock, CA  95382
Marcelo Leonardi ’98 (top right) has been named the 
new head coach for the University of Michigan’s women’s 
water polo team. “His experience as a player and coach 
at all levels of the sport will be extremely valuable for 
’86 Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED
In 2013, Jorge A. Quezada became the Chief Diversity 
Officer for Kraft Foods Group, Northfield, IL. 
’91 Class Agent
Ms. Wendy Guthrie
11408 Gate Hill Pl. 
Reston, VA 20194-2055
Mortgage banker of Carrington Mortgage Services Oliver 
de Boer recently opened a new mortgage branch in 
Houston that promises to expand its services to those 
with low credit scores.WAngus McKelvey was elected 
to another term in Hawaii’s House of Representatives. 
Representative McKelvey has served the 10th House 
District since 2006. 
’92 Class Agent
Mrs. Susan M. (Turner) Rose
338 Santa Ana Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90803-1938
Jonelle Warnock was recently awarded the Teacher of 
Excellence Award by the National Council of Teachers 
during the group’s national convention in Boston. This 









integrated marketing communications firm. She will 
oversee clients in diverse industries, including 
Alzheimer’s Association Orange County, Fairhaven 
Memorial Park, Electron Beam Engineering, Inc., and 
Crystal Cove Alliance. W Business majors Christopher 
Tarver and Melissa Vega (below) were married on 




Chris J. Marvin ‘09 is part of an international team of 
astronomers which recently announced the discovery of 
two new planets orbiting Kapteyn’s star, a nearby halo red 
dwarf. One of the planets, a temperate super-Earth called 
Kapteyn b, lies in the star’s “habitable zone,” the range of 
board of the Pittsburgh Symphony Association. He and 
his partner, Tim McVay, served as co-chairmen of the 
2014 Pittsburgh AIDS Task Force Gala fundraising event, 
which was the largest and most successful in the  
organization’s history. 
’02 Class Agent
Mrs. Sarah C.H. Gerfen
1760 Larksberry Lane
Simi Valley, CA 93065
In the fall, Dr. Brian Kistler joined Upstate 
Orthopedics in Syracuse, NY. He specializes in ortho-
pedic trauma surgery and earned his medical degree 
at the Medical College of Wisconsin. He completed 
his residency training in Orthopedic Surgery at SUNY 
Upstate Medical University. 
’04 Class Agent
Ms. Tami Hallman-Neavez
1128 Alden Glen Drive 
Moody, AL 35009
Whittier Scholars Program graduate Andrea Smith 
reports: “After two years of teaching English (to non-
native speakers) in Al Ain, United Arab Emirates, I am 
returning to teaching social studies.” In August, she 
became a history teacher at United World College Costa 
Rica in Santa Ana, Costa Rica. WDr. Hovig Artinian 
finished his residency in Pediatrics at UCSF-Fresno and 
has started a fellowship in Pediatric Pulmonology at 
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. 
’05 Class Agent
Miss Margo Chilless
5329 B Miles Avenue
Oakland, CA  94618
Christina Gutierrez is teaching and directing at 




Whittier, CA  90605
With years of experience coaching and running junior 
teams overseas, Tim Fanning recently landed a role as 
new head basketball coach for New Zealand National’s 
Basketball league, The Nelson Giants. 
’08 Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED
Lauren Stracner was hired as an account manager at 
HKA, Inc. Marketing Communications, an award-winning 
distance that could support water—and potentially, life 
as we know it—on a planet’s surface. The findings were 
published by Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical 
Society Letters. Marvin is participating in this research as 
part of his Ph.D. dissertation. A physics major at Whittier, 
Marvin is currently working on his Ph.D. in Astronomy at 
the University of Goettingen in Germany. 
’10 Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED
Violet J. Ruiz is now working as the government  




Jade Hernandez is getting married in fall of 2015 to 
fiancé Jacob Genzuk ’09. 
’12 Class Agent
CLASS AGENT NEEDED
Lynne Saladin (above) is a Peace Corps volunteer  
in Botswana, Africa, serving as a guidance counselor 
and teacher.  
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TENOPIR ’48, ’49, a 
beloved member of the 
Poet family, passed away 
on September 21, 2014. 
He was 90 years old. 
Born in 1923 in Friend, 
Nebraska, Tenopir served 
with the Army in World 
War II before completing 
his studies at Whittier 
College where he met his 
wife Jane Longwell ‘47. 
Tenopir earned a B.A. and master’s degree from Whittier. He returned to 
the College in 1952 to work as an Admissions Counselor and then served 
as Dean of Admissions and Director of Financial Aid until his retirement in 
1989. Tenopir recruited and helped thousands of students attend Whittier. 
He was one of the first west coast admissions directors to recruit widely in 
Hawai’i, making his first recruiting trip there in 1959.
Tenopir touched many lives and is remembered for introducing 
Whittier College to students across the country, helping them find 
financial assistance, and often steering them to campus jobs to help make 
ends meet. In this spirit and with the hope of assisting future Poets, 
Tenopir’s daughter, Dr. Carol Tenopir ‘74, established the George K. Tenopir 
Scholarship in 2007.
With wisdom, compassion, and dedication, Tenopir shaped the history 
of Whittier College and proudly guarded its traditions and legacy. Tenopir 
remained an enthusiastic supporter of Whittier College throughout his life 
and instilled Poet Pride in his own family; his two daughters, a son-in-law, 
sister-in-law, grandson, and grandniece are Whittier graduates.
Tenopir is preceded in death by his wife Jane, who passed away in 
2010. He leaves three children: Kathryn Tenopir Remkiewicz ’72, Dr. Carol 
Tenopir ’74, and David Tenopir; four grandchildren, four great grandchildren, 
and many nieces and nephews.    
Expressions of sympathy may be sent to the Tenopir Family :  
c/o DR. CAROL TENOPIR, 4764 CALUMET DRIVE, KNOXVILLE, TN 37919. 
The family requests donations to the George K. Tenopir Endowed Scholarship 
Fund be sent directly to Whittier College: P.O. BOX 634, WHITTIER 
COLLEGE, WHITTIER, CA 90608. 
Whittier College alumna and Newbery Award recipient, ZILPHA KEATLEY 
SNYDER ’48, who captivated two generations of children and young adults 
authoring more than 40 books, died on Oct. 7 in San Francisco, CA. She 
was 87. Her books lauded with Newbery Awards were The Egypt Game,  
The Headless Cupid, and The Witches of Worm. When asked why she wrote, 
Snyder once said that writing fiction is “a lot like being in love. The 
similarity lies in the tendency of people truly in love to see everything not 
only through their own eyes, 
but also through the eyes of 
the person they love.”
At Whittier Snyder 
majored in philosophy 
and was a member of the 
Palmer Society. She met her 
then-future husband Larry 
Snyder ’50 in the Campus 
Inn, where they both waited 
tables. Larry, a music major, 
was playing piano when they 
met. The two married in 
1950, lived in Washington 
state and Alaska during his 
time with the Air Force, and 
finally settled in Berkeley, where for nine years she taught the upper grades 
of elementary school. It was teaching in the upper elementary grades that 
influenced her decision to try to write for children. Her first book for young 
people came out in 1964, Season of Ponies, and her forty fourth book, 
William’s Midsummer Dreams, was published in September 2011.
The Snyders were avid world travelers and Zilpha visited Whittier 
College regularly. 
In addition to her husband Larry, a former dean at Sonoma State 
University, Snyder’s survivors include a son, Douglas, and foster son Benton 
Lee, a native of Kowloon, China, who came to live with the Snyders when he 
was 11. A daughter, Susan Melissa Snyder, died in 2005. 
IN MEMORIAM 
’38 Jennie C. Elenbaas, August 2, 2014
’38 A. Emerson Laraway, September 24, 2014
’39 Augusta T. Solursh, June 26, 2014
’42 Beryl L. Hunter, October 23, 2014
’42 Dorothy Jane Stratico, September 2, 2014
’46 Martha Hubbard, February 2, 2014
’47 Catherine O. Dotson, July 27, 2014
’48 Zilpha Keatley Snyder, October 7, 2014
’48 George K. Tenopir, September 21, 2014
’49 Joan E. Bell, September 25, 2014
’49 Virginia Lee Brown, November 3, 2014
’49 George W. Durham, October 27, 2014
’50 William N. Shafer, November 16, 2014
’52 H. Thomas Bengtsson, March 4, 2013
’52 Morris C. Besly, October 9, 2014
’52 G. William Konzelman, September 29, 2014
’52 Hugh R. Pendleton, October 5, 2014
’52 Drexel A. Rocchio, November 15, 2014
’53 H. Robert Case, July 17, 2014
’53 Louis J. Hanson, May 6, 2014
’55 Marilyn L. Rasmussen, August 2014
’56 Jean M. Anderson, August 18, 2014
’56 Hildred C. Pehrson, February 26, 2014  
’57 J. Robert Jameson, August 15, 2014
’57 J. Richard “Dick” Morton, May 5, 2014 
’57 Robert M. Paholsky, August 2, 2014
’58 Marion Louise (Davies) Snell, November 6, 2014
’58 Eleanor Manning, August 21, 2014
’58 John E. Ogle, June 5, 2014
’58 Milton D. Stark, July 24, 2014
’59 Guy W. McCreary, October 12, 2014
’63 Rita N. Corpin, June 10, 2014
’63 Judith Kjellberg Swayne
’66 Rae M. Brugman, August 24, 2014
’68 Robert A. Schenet, October 15, 2014
’68 Jack N. Swickard, May 30, 2014
’69 Cathy E. McGann, August 23, 2014
’70 Michele L. McCartney, October 4, 2014
’76 Rodger M. White, Jr., August 27, 2013
’77 Patricia J. Roberson, June 9, 2014
’80 Joe Kahler, May 13, 2014 
’83 Brian A. Macias, Jul 13, 2014 
’84 Jeffrey K. Laughlin, September 20, 2014
’99 (L.H.D.) Charlotte D. (Smith) Graham, June 11, 2014
’99 Amy Ambrose Way, September 12, 2014
’04 Mark Charles McManus, October 8, 2014
TRUSTEES EMERITI 
Richard H . Deihl ’49, D .B .A . ’84
Rayburn S . Dezember ’53, L .H .D . ’94,  
 P ’78, ’86, ’94
Alfred J . Gobar ’53, M .A . ’55, Ph .D .,  
 L .H .D ’05, P ’88, ’96
Willard V . Harris, Jr . ’55, L .H .D ’02, P ’80, ’87
Caroline (Patterson) Ireland ’43
Sharon (Ettinger) McLaughlin P ’85, ’88, ’90
R . Chandler Myers, LL .D . ’88
Hubert C . Perry ’35
Anthony R . Pierno ’54, L .H .D . ’00, P ’84
Ruth B . Shannon, L .H .D . ’92
Elden L . Smith ’62
PRESIDENT EMERITUS
Eugene S . Mills, Ph .D ., LL .D ., L .H .D .
SENIOR ADMINISTRATION
Sharon D . Herzberger
President
Charlotte G . Borst
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
and Dean of Faculty
Penelope Bryan
Dean of Whittier Law School
Robert J . Coleman
Special Assistant to the President and  
Executive Director of Athletics 
Steve Delgado 
Vice President for Advancement
James Dunkelman
Vice President for Finance and Administration
Joel Pérez
Vice President and Dean of Students
Fred R . Pfursich
Vice President for Enrollment
WHITTIER COLLEGE  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
CHAIRMAN
Alan H . Lund ’71
SECRETARY
Kate Wiley P ’11
TREASURER
Vincent J . Daigneault ’85
Fred D . Anderson ’66 
Barry Blechman P ’14
James M . Brown ’71
Christopher G . Caldwell P ’14, ’15
Janet “Jan” Cauffman 
Peter E . Feinberg ’82
Jennifer L . (Landford) Fuller ’82 P ’16
Richard I . Gilchrist ’68 P ‘06 ‘07
Barbara (Ondrasik) Groce ’57
Carey (Baker) Halio ’95
Yukiyasu Hayashi P ’10
Edwin Keh ’79, P ’11, ’15
Dr . May Kay Koong L .H .D . ’14
Christopher T . Martin ’94
James E . Mitchell ’62
James R . Parks
Richard S . Ruben
Marvin J . Suomi
Steven Weston ’83
Donald E . Wood, L .H .D . ’98
Nancy Woodward P ’13
Robert Zemsky ’62
ALUMNI-AT-LARGE
John K . Fitzgerald WLS ’93
Kathleen L . Kane ’71
Elizabeth Y . Kay-Im ’89 
Misty M . Sanford ’00 
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WHITTIER LAW SCHOOL
Experience the Law Right from the Start
Whittier Law School offers a unique legal education that prepares students with real-
world skills and experience needed to launch into practice immediately after graduation. 
Experience the Law is an innovative experiential teaching style that is used in more than half 
our courses. So, instead of just reading legal theory and ideas, students will find themselves 
arguing a case in front of a judge, cross-examining witnesses, and submitting documents into 
evidence, even as a first-year student.
National Jurist magazine named Experience the Law the “6th Most Innovative Idea” offered 
by law schools around the country.




HOMETOWN: San Gabriel, CA
MAJORS: History and French 
STATS: Student worker in the President and Dean 
of Students Offices; Phi Alpha Theta (History 
Honors Society), French Table, Deans List, URSCA 
and SCCUR participant; San Gabriel Historical 
Association Volunteer, Folklorico dancer 
FAVORITE PLACE TO STUDY: The tables on the 
south wall of the library. I love the floor-to-
ceiling windows because it feels like I am 
floating above campus.
MOST UNUSUAL THING I EVER DID WHILE AT 
COLLEGE: Living out my freshman dream of 
donning the Johnny Poet suit and riding around 
campus in a campus golf cart (done while 
shooting a video for Orientation). 
ACCOMPLISHMENT I’M MOST PROUD OF OVER 
MY COLLEGE CAREER: Being President of Phi 
Alpha Theta, the History Honors Society  
especially because my mom was also president 
of her chapter when she was an undergrad.
MOST SURPRISING THING I’VE LEARNED  
AT WHITTIER: Every discipline is 
interdisciplinary. 
MOST UNIQUE CLASS TAKEN: Madame Chirol’s 
Franco-African Cinema & Literature course and 
Richard Cheatham’s Clint Eastwood class. Both 
were areas of study I had no idea existed until 
I studied them and I’ve kept studying each as 
a hobby. Now, I can’t watch movies without 
hearing each professor’s voice describing the 
cinematic technique used in each scene!
MOST CHALLENGING CLASS TAKEN: History 
and Theory with Professor Elizabeth Sage. 
BEST THING ABOUT WORKING IN STUDENT 
LIFE? I definitely feel my problem-solving  
abilities have been enriched, not just through 
the example of my co-workers and boss, but 
also through the experience of having to 
accomplish tasks and goals on my own. 
ADVICE TO INCOMING FIRST-YEARS: When your 
professors ask you to do all the reading, DO ALL 
THE READING. Do it. All of it. 
CHILDHOOD AMBITION: I wanted to be a cowgirl.
ULTIMATE CAREER GOAL: I would love to teach 
AP high school history courses. 
ELIZABETH 
SANCHEZ ’15
HOMETOWN: San Gabriel, CA
MAJORS:  French and English 
STATS: NASPA (Student Affairs Administrators in 
Higher Education) Undergraduate Fellow, Lead 
Orientation Intern, Sigma Tau Delta (National 
English Honors Society), French Table, Dean’s 
List, Folklorico dancer
FAVORITE PLACE TO STUDY: “Study parties” 
with my friends in Wardman Library. 
MOST UNUSUAL THING I EVER DID WHILE  
AT WHITTIER: While filming an orientation 
video for incoming students I was tasked with 
escorting Johnny Poet around campus and 
being a “Poet Whisperer.” 
ACCOMPLISHMENT I’M MOST PROUD OF OVER 
MY COLLEGE CAREER: Learning to speak, read, 
and write in French. 
FAVORITE TIME OF YEAR ON CAMPUS  
AND WHY: First few weeks of school because 
after months and months of preparation, Fall 
Orientation finally happens and we get to see 
our hard work pay off. 
MOST UNIQUE CLASS TAKEN: “Jane Austen” 
taught by Professor Andrea Rehn, which  
concluded with easily the most memorable  
final exam of any of my years of school—our 
class put on a Regency Era Ball. 
BEST THING ABOUT MY MAJOR: The professors 
I have had are awesome, in the sense that they 
inspire “awe.” 
BEST THING ABOUT WORKING IN  
STUDENT LIFE? As a commuter student, it  
also allows me to stay actively connected to 
campus life.
ADVICE TO INCOMING FIRST-YEARS: Write 
everything down. 
WHAT WHITTIER COLLEGE MEANS TO ME:  
In the classroom, my professors have both  
challenged and inspired me to be a lifelong 
learner, forever curious. 
CHILDHOOD AMBITION: Designing ballgowns.
ULTIMATE CAREER GOAL: Working in  
Student Life and being a NASPA fellow have 
inspired me to explore the field of student 
affairs. I am especially interested in first-year  
experiences, as making a successful transition 
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